
Oxford Inklings Walking Tour


Kim Gilnett, cslewis.org


This tour was written by Kim Gilnett, with assistance from Stan Mattson and Michael Ward, 
“C.S. Lewis Walking Tour of Oxford Centre,” https://www.cslewis.org/resource/walkguide/. 
Some additional information is culled from from the walking tours in the appendices of Harry 
Lee Poe, The Inklings of Oxford (Zondervan, 2009). Links are color-coded:

• Oxford history (purple links)

• Apple maps (blue links)

• Wikipedia (black links)


Arrange tour of The Kilns and visit to Headington in the morning, by car, followed by the 
walking tour of Oxford. Plan to arrive at Magdalen College during visiting hours, 2:00pm to 
6:15pm daily.


Daytime parking in central Oxford is limited and expensive. There are five Park & Ride services, 
one located at each of the main roads into the City. All Park and Ride sites are open 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week. Parking (£4). Bus fare for two, same-day round trip (about £5-7).


Seacourt:  Located off the A420 from Swindon and Bath, to the west of the city on the 
Botley Road. Approx 794 spaces. Apple map.

Thornhill: Located off the A40 from Thame, Aylesbury, High Wycombe, London and the 
M40 to the east of the city, just before the ring road. 1,335 spaces. Apple map.


The main car park and coach park for the City is on Oxpens Road — check the Oxford City 
Council website for details of all city-centre parking. The Oxfordshire County Council website 
has more info about on-street parking in Oxford. 

	 Bus timetable.


Broad Street east to Holywell Street 

Begin this walk on Broad Street east of Balliol College, in front of the world-famous 
Blackwell’s Bookshop (map, oxhx), directly across the street from the Sheldonian 
Theatre. Could spend a full day just inside Blackwell’s!


The Sheldonian Theatre (map, oxhx) is Oxford’s illustrious meeting hall designed 
by Christopher Wren. Here Lewis delivered his winning English essay as an 
undergraduate and Tolkien received his honorary doctorate (Poe, p. 24). Visitors 
enter the door in the center of the building closest to Broad Street. Climb the 
wooden stairs to the cupola for a splendid view of the Radcliffe Camera and St. 
Mary’s tower.


Nearby is the Oxford History of Science Museum (map, oxhx, website).  
Open Tuesday-Sunday, 12-5pm, donations. Buy a history of the museum book 
(£10). Mask required. No public restrooms. Could spend several days here!


On Turl Street, view Exeter College (map, oxhx), where J. R. R. Tolkien, Neville 
Coghill, and Hugo Dyson were undergraduates. A bust of Tolkien is in the 
Chapel.
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When facing Blackwell’s you will notice a tiny pub on your left. The White Horse (map, 
oxhx), which seems almost part of the shop. A short distance to your right, beyond the 
traffic lights and on the corner, you’ll see The King’s Arms pub (map).


Humphrey Carpenter, in The Inklings, reports that Lewis and his friends used to 
meet in these two pubs during the war (and at the Mitre on the High Street) 
because of a beer shortage “caused largely by thirsty American troops waiting 
for D-Day.” The shortage meant that the Inklings could not always rely on their 
favourite haunt, The Eagle and Child, to provide refreshment.


From the diary of Major Warren Lewis (C.S. Lewis’s brother), we read of the 
death of Charles Williams on Tuesday, May 15, 1945:


“I felt dazed and restless [at the news of Williams’ death], and went out to get a 
drink: choosing unfortunately the King’s Arms, where during the winter Charles 
and I more than once drank a pint after leaving Tollers [J.R.R. Tolkien] at the 
Mitre, with much glee at “clearing one’s throat of varnish with good honest beer” 
as Charles used to say. There will be no more pints with Charles: no more “Bird 
and the Baby”: the blackout has fallen, and the Inklings can never be the same.”


Continue on past The King’s Arms along Holywell Street (oxhx), one of the most 
wonderful streets in Oxford.


Notice a little side street called Bath Place. If you wish to take a short detour, 
stroll down this lane to the renowned and ancient pub, The Turf Tavern (map). It 
is one of the few places where you can order the old English drink, Mead.


Notice the Holywell Music Room (map, oxhx) across the street, where the 
Inklings often attended concerts. Built in the 1740’s, it is the oldest surviving 
building in Europe designed exclusively for concerts.


12 Holywell Street (map): Hugo Dyson lived here. 
99 Holywell Street (map): Tolkien lived here.


Continue walking down Holywell Street until you come to the corner of Mansfield 
Road. Turn into Mansfield and stop by the first house on your right. In this narrow, 
crooked house, Lewis spent his first night in Oxford in December 1916.


	 From Surprised By Joy, by C.S. Lewis:


“My first taste of Oxford was comical enough. I had made no arrangements 
about quarters and, having no more luggage than I could carry in my hand, I 
sallied out of the railway station on foot to find either a lodging-house or a cheap 
hotel; all agog for “dreaming spires” and “last enchantments.” My first 
disappointment at what I saw could be dealt with. Towns always show their 
worst face to the railway. But as I walked on and on I became more bewildered. 
Could this succession of mean shops really be Oxford? But I still went on, 
always expecting the next turn to reveal the beauties, and reflecting that it was a 
much larger town than I had been led to suppose.
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Only when it became obvious that there was very little town left ahead of me, 
that I was in fact getting to open country, did I turn round and look. There behind 
me, far away, never more beautiful since, was the fabled cluster of spires and 
towers. I had come out of the station on the wrong side and been all this time 
walking into what was even then the mean and sprawling suburb of Botley. I did 
not see to what extent this little adventure was an allegory of my whole life. I 
merely walked back to the station, somewhat footsore, took a hansom, and 
asked to be driven to “some place where I can get rooms for a week, please.”


The method, which I should now think hazardous, was a complete success, and 
I was soon at tea in comfortable surroundings. The house is still there, the first 
on the right as you turn into Mansfield Road out of Holywell. I shared the sitting 
room with another candidate, a man from Cardiff College, which he pronounced 
to be architecturally superior to anything in Oxford. His learning terrified me, but 
he was an agreeable man. I have never seen him since.”


Walk a short distance along Mansfield Road and then turn right into Jowett Walk. 
(Benjamin Jowett was a famous 19th Century Oxford figure and Master of Balliol 
College). Proceed to the end of Jowett Walk, stop and look ahead and to your left. 
There you will see one of Oxford’s forgotten treasures, St. Cross Parish Church (map). 


Built on an ancient foundation as the parish church of the Holywell Manor, the 
chancel arch of the Church of St. Cross dates from the mid-12th Century. It is 
the setting of the wedding between Harriet Vane and Lord Peter Wimsey in 
Dorothy L. Sayers’ mystery, Busman’s Honeymoon.


NOTE: St. Cross is a Special Collections Centre of Balliol College and is not 
open to the general public without prior appointment. See their website for 
information and visit here for their enquiry form.


Make sure you take time to visit the adjoining St. Cross Cemetery. As you 
enter, notice a small posted map that will lead you to the graves of Hugo Dyson, 
Austin Farrer and Charles Williams, all members of Lewis’s circle of friends. 
The path leads through a tangle of brambles and nettles now maintained as a 
wildlife refuge. Also you can find the resting place of Kenneth Grahame, author 
of the classic children’s book, The Wind in the Willows.


Upon leaving the churchyard, turn right and proceed onto Manor Road. In the 
next block stands a row of houses. The Tolkiens moved to 3 Manor Road (map) 
at the end of World War II. Retrace your steps to the cemetery.


Longwall Street south to High Street / Magdalen College 

Upon leaving the cemetery, go back towards Jowett Walk and continue past it (the 
pavement becomes very narrow). You are now in Longwall Street. 
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On your left, you will find a substantial section of the old city wall. Behind that 
wall is the Magdalen College Grove with its unique deer park. You will see it 
better when you enter Magdalen College.


Continue to the very end of Longwall Street where it meets the busy High Street 
(oxhx). Turn left and walk past the entrance of Magdalen College (map) on to the center 
of Magdalen Bridge, which spans the River Cherwell.


As you turn to face Magdalen College, you will find one of the most beautiful sights in 
all of Oxford, the glorious Magdalen Tower (map). Built between 1490 and 1510, it is 
more than 150 feet high.


Looking down from the bridge, over the parapet, you will very likely see a number of 
punts on the Cherwell River. This is a great place to rent a punt for an afternoon on 
the slow-moving river.


Retrace your steps to the entrance of Magdalen College (map, oxhx). Lewis spent 
almost 30 years here. 


There is a fee for visiting. It is highly recommended that you pay a little more for 
the guided tour. These tours are generally given by current students who can 
often take you into areas to which you would otherwise not be allowed. We also 
recommend that you purchase one of the guidebooks. It will give valuable 
information on Magdalen College. Allow at least 45 minutes to visit the college.


During your visit to Magdalen, don’t miss:


The New Building: Dating from 1735 (hence “New!”), this imposing building provided 
C.S. Lewis with a beautifully situated suite of rooms. They were on the second floor 
(first floor by English reckoning), near the middle. The two windows directly to the right 
of the protruding center section, above the wisteria, were Lewis’. It was here that Lewis 
was converted to a belief in God (theism). From Surprised by Joy, by C.S. Lewis:


“You must picture me alone in that room in Magdalen, night after night, feeling, 
whenever my mind lifted even for a second from my work, the steady 
unrelenting approach of Him whom I so earnestly desired not to meet. That 
which I greatly feared had at last come upon me. In Trinity Term of 1929 I gave in 
and admitted that God was God, and knelt and prayed: perhaps that night, the 
most dejected and reluctant convert in all of England.”


Addison’s Walk (map): Named after the great English man of letters and graduate of 
Magdalen, Joseph Addison, this was a favourite walking place for Lewis and his 
friends. From They Stand Together: The Letters of C.S. Lewis to Arthur Greeves:


September 1931. He [Hugo Dyson] stayed the night with me in College… Tolkien 
came too, and did not leave till 3 in the morning… We began (in Addison’s Walk 
just after dinner) on metaphor and myth – interrupted by a rush of wind which 
came so suddenly on the still warm evening and sent so many leaves pattering 
down that we thought it was raining…. We continued on Christianity: a good 
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long satisfying talk in which I learned a lot…. 
 
October 1931. Now what Dyson and Tolkien showed me was this: that if I met 
the idea of sacrifice in a Pagan story I didn’t mind it at all: and again, that if I met 
the idea of god sacrificing himself to himself…. I liked it very much… provided I 
met it anywhere except in the Gospels… Now the story of Christ is simply a true 
myth: a myth working on us in the same way as the others, but with tremendous 
difference that it really happened…. Does this amount to a belief in Christianity? 
At any rate I am now certain (a) that this Christian story is to be approached, in a 
sense, as I approach the other myths; (b) that it is the most important and full of 
meaning. I am also nearly sure that it happened…. 


Deer Park: The deer in this special reserve are kept as part of the Magdalen College 
grounds. Once a year one of these magnificent beasts has the great honor of 
becoming the feast for Magdalen College and its guests.


From C.S. Lewis’s Letters: 
”My big sitting room looks north and from it I can see nothing, not even a gable 
or a spire, to remind me that I am in town. I look down on a stretch of ground 
which passes into a grove of immemorial forest trees, at present coloured 
autumn red. Over it stray deer. They are erratic in their habits. Some mornings 
when I look out there will be half a dozen chewing the cud just underneath me, 
and on others there will be none in sight — or a little stag (not much bigger than 
a calf and looking too slender for the weight of his antlers) standing and sending 
through the fog that queer little bark which is these beasts’ “moo.” It is a sound 
that will be as familiar to me as the cough of the cows in the field at home for I 
hear it day and night.”


The Hall (included on guided tour only): Notice the fine woodwork of the screen. It 
dates from the end of the reign of Elizabeth I or the beginning of James I.


The Chapel: After Lewis’ conversion to Christianity in 1931, he used to attend 
weekday services in the College chapel.


After completing your tour of Magdalen College, step out of the Porter’s Lodge and 
cross the road. In front of you is the Botanic Garden (map, oxhx), open to the public. 
This is the oldest garden of its kind in England and contains many rare and interesting 
specimens. It is built on an ancient Jewish burial-ground as is Magdalen College.


As you face the Botanic Garden, turn right and walk back towards the center of Oxford 
along the High Street (known to many simply as “the High”).


High Street / Merton Street west from Magdalen College 

Continue west along the High until you reach the Eastgate Hotel (map, oxhx), which is 
on the corner of Merton Street. Since Tolkien was a Fellow of Merton College (map) 
and Lewis of Magdalen College, the Eastgate was a convenient place for them to meet. 
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Lewis and Tolkien met at the Eastgate on Monday mornings for more than 20 years, 
until Lewis moved to Cambridge.


C.S. Lewis in a letter to his brother, November 1939: 
”On Thursday we had a meeting of the Inklings — you and Coghill both absent 
unfortunately. We dined at the Eastgate. I have never in my life seen Dyson so 
exuberant — “A roaring cataract of nonsense.”


Walk south and west down Merton Street. On your right, bordering High Street and 
Merton Street, are the Examination Schools (map). Here and in other venues, Lewis, 
Tolkien and Williams presented their lectures to Oxford students.


C.S. Lewis in a letter of February 1940: 
“On Monday Charles Williams lectured, nominally on [Milton’s] Comus but really 
on Chastity. Simply as criticism it was superb – because here was a man who 
really cared with every fibre of his being about “The sage and the serious 
doctrine of virginity” which it would never occur to the ordinary modern reader to 
take seriously.”


One relief above a doorway shows an undergraduate being examined by three 
University fellows. Another relief above a doorway shows a candidate receiving 
a degree (hope!). Poe, p. 53.


Walk west down Merton Street to Merton College (map, just past Logic Lane). J. R. R. 
Tolkien moved from Pembroke College to Merton College in 1945 with Hugo Dyson. 
Visitors may enter by the main gate.


Return to High Street, via Logic Lane, and you will pass by University College (map) 
and the Radcliffe Quad (map). 


The young C.S. Lewis arrived at University College on April 26, 1917 to begin his 
academic studies as an undergraduate.


His rooms were on staircase XII, Room 5 of the Radcliffe Quad. When the young 
Lewis interrupted his studies to join the army, he had the good fortune to stay in 
Oxford and train at Keble College. He often would return to University College 
(known as “Univ.”) for weekends.


C.S. Lewis in a letter of July, 1917: 
“You can’t imagine how I have come to love Univ., especially since I left. Last 
Saturday evening when I was sleeping alone, I spent a long time wandering over 
it, into all sorts of parts where I had never been before, where the mullioned 
windows are dark with ivy that no one has bothered to cut since the war 
emptied the rooms they belong to.”


Lewis was to take a double first in Literae Humaniores (more commonly known 
as “Classics”); he completed his studies with a first in English in 1923.
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https://maps.apple.com/?address=81%20High%20Street,%20Oxford,%20OX1%204AS,%20England&auid=15863562315582562026&ll=51.752065,-1.250022&lsp=9902&q=Examination%20Schools&_ext=CjMKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgUIBhDfAQoECAoQAAoECFIQAwoECFUQDwoECFkQAgoFCKQBEAESJim2B2z2vN9JQDFkXzsuyy/0vzk03ZFS4+BJQEGSNKRZW/Tzv1AE
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Merton_College,_Oxford
https://maps.apple.com/?address=Merton%20Street,%20Oxford,%20OX1%204JD,%20England&auid=3615847076913788799&ll=51.751041,-1.251878&lsp=9902&q=Merton%20College&_ext=CjIKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgQIBhAZCgQIChABCgQIUhAHCgQIVRANCgQIWRABCgUIpAEQARIkKTtDa+id1ElAMQCjuFpgWva/OfeMZ2+g60lAQQBdx0ABtfG/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_College,_Oxford
https://maps.apple.com/?address=University%20College%20Oxford,%20Oxford,%20OX1%204BH,%20England&auid=17173576065587133823&ll=51.752234,-1.251948&lsp=9902&q=University%20College%20Oxford&_ext=CjIKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgQIBhAZCgQIChABCgQIUhAHCgQIVRANCgQIWRABCgUIpAEQARImKQUEhBGn30lAMfhUCS9hJ/S/OYPZqW3N4ElAQSweEpTx6/O/UAM=
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radcliffe_Quadrangle
https://maps.apple.com/?address=University%20College,%20University%20College,%20High%20St,%20Oxford,%20OX1%204BH,%20England&auid=4821588819245798085&ll=51.752500,-1.251390&lsp=9902&q=Radcliffe%20Quadrangle&_ext=CjIKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgQIBhAZCgQIChAACgQIUhAHCgQIVRAPCgQIWRAGCgUIpAEQARImKcLdtGW230lAMUnPIs3FJfS/OUCz2sHc4ElAQTFM0wlW6vO/UAQ=


Loop: Queen’s Lane / New College Lane / Catte Street 

Leaving University College through the Porter’s Lodge, cross over the High Street, walk 
back towards Magdalen for a short way, past Logic Lane, and you will come to 
Queen’s Lane. Turn left to go north on Queen’s Lane and, as you pass St. Edmund 
Hall (map; “Teddy Hall”) on your right, notice the church of St. Peter’s-in-the-East 
(map). Now converted into the Teddy Hall Library, this church was attended often by 
Lewis (on Wednesday mornings) for Holy Communion.


Continue along Queen’s Lane, noticing how quiet it becomes. On your right is New 
College (map). Christopher Tolkien was a fellow at New College.


On your left is The Queen’s College (map) and then All Soul’s College (map).  
You will pass under a bridge which is where Queen’s Lane becomes New College 
Lane.


Continue along New College Lane until you pass under another bridge which connects 
two buildings belonging to Hertford College. This bridge is sometimes called the 
“Bridge of Sighs” (map). 


Stop here and look along south to your left, along Catte Street, and you will see 
what is perhaps the most impressive architectural view in all England: the square 
tower of the Bodleian Library, the round dome of the Radcliffe Camera (map) 
and, beyond that, the soaring spire of the University Church (map). Begin to 
walk south on Catte Street past these buildings.


To your right is the famous Bodleian Library (map; the main library of Oxford 
University) where Lewis spent many hours reading and studying. The Radcliffe 
Camera is a reading room of the Bodleian and contains mostly books on 
theology and English. Lewis considered the Divinity School (map), within the 
Bodleian, the most beautiful room in all of Oxford.


The University Church of St. Mary the Virgin (map, oxhx; you’ll find the best view 
of Oxford from its tower!) is where Lewis delivered his famous war-time 
sermons, “The Weight of Glory” and “Learning in War-Time.”


Walk past University Church and back onto the High Street. 


High Street west to Carfax Tower and Pembroke College 

Turn right to go west on High Street. You will pass Brasenose College (map) on your 
right and, as you advance along the High Street, you will reach the Mitre Hotel (map, 
oxhx; also on your right). This was another favorite eating spot for C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. 
Tolkien and friends.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Edmund_Hall,_Oxford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Edmund_Hall,_Oxford
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https://maps.apple.com/?address=University%20of%20Oxford,%20St%20Edmund%20Hall,%20Queen's%20Lane,%20Oxford,%20OX1%204AR,%20England&auid=6349896697383307598&ll=51.753500,-1.250100&lsp=9902&q=St%20Peter-in-the-East&_ext=CjIKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgQIBhBzCgQIChAACgQIUhAHCgQIVRAQCgQIWRAGCgUIpAEQARImKb6dRHXV30lAMaKFd5jZHfS/OTxzatH74ElAQTb9ZoNp4vO/UAQ=
https://maps.apple.com/?address=Oxford,%20OX1%203BN,%20England&auid=16099583877147469453&ll=51.754194,-1.250935&lsp=9902&q=New%20College&_ext=CjIKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgQIBhAZCgQIChABCgQIUhAHCgQIVRANCgQIWRABCgUIpAEQARIkKcD5Hj9l4ElAMcCOpEnODvS/OXxvwnOl4ElAQU+uKZDZ+fO/
https://maps.apple.com/?address=The%20Queen's%20College,%20Queens%20College,%20High%20St,%20Oxford,%20OX1%204AW,%20England&auid=8768915511014056439&ll=51.753306,-1.251335&lsp=9902&q=The%20Queen's%20College&_ext=CjIKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgQIBhAZCgQIChABCgQIUhAHCgQIVRANCgQIWRABCgUIpAEQARIkKSEf9GxW4ElAMR57rM+LCfS/ObRrjOd94ElAQUEqxY7GAfS/
https://maps.apple.com/?address=All%20Souls%20College,%20All%20Souls%20College,%20High%20St,%20Oxford,%20OX1%204AL,%20England&auid=4589084340627699570&ll=51.753353,-1.252855&lsp=9902&q=All%20Souls%20College&_ext=CjIKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgQIBhAZCgQIChABCgQIUhAHCgQIVRAOCgQIWRACCgUIpAEQARIkKQ+0AkNW4ElAMXcF7LR/D/S/OXHmV3OA4ElAQSMbo9ANCPS/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bridge_of_Sighs,_Oxford
https://maps.apple.com/?address=53%20Holywell%20St,%20Oxford,%20OX1%203SD,%20England&auid=13241457635118524811&ll=51.754491,-1.253731&lsp=9902&q=Hertford%20Bridge&_ext=CjIKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgQIBhBzCgQIChABCgQIUhAGCgQIVRANCgQIWRABCgUIpAEQARImKeg931EP4ElAMX0b+XW8K/S/OWYTBa414UlAQUnHmchL8PO/UAQ=
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bodleian_Library
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radcliffe_Camera
https://maps.apple.com/?address=Radcliffe%20Sq,%20Oxford,%20OX1%203BG,%20England&auid=14146532195625827585&ll=51.753448,-1.253947&lsp=9902&q=Radcliffe%20Camera&_ext=CjIKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgQIBhANCgQIChAACgQIUhAGCgQIVRAPCgQIWRABCgUIpAEQARIkKZPFRZBT4ElAMTR/sNUbFvS/Od+JgG+O4ElAQbzw35k4CvS/
https://maps.apple.com/?address=High%20Street,%20Oxford,%20OX1%204BJ,%20England&auid=15093652509024597584&ll=51.752797,-1.253706&lsp=9902&q=University%20Church%20of%20St%20Mary%20the%20Virgin&_ext=CjIKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgQIBhB9CgQIChAACgQIUhAHCgQIVRAPCgQIWRAGCgUIpAEQARIkKYls1s9R4ElAMQKPuXw1EfS/OQgcrnpl4ElAQck3gCMmDfS/
https://maps.apple.com/?address=Catte%20Street,%20Oxford,%20OX1%203BG,%20England&auid=8777909466896935625&ll=51.754042,-1.253984&lsp=9902&q=Bodleian%20Old%20Library&_ext=CjIKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgQIBhANCgQIChAACgQIUhAGCgQIVRAPCgQIWRABCgUIpAEQARIkKbpI80EA1UlAMQDEVE4LY/a/OQPFLMgC7ElAQQA7qx+YvfG/
https://maps.apple.com/?address=Catte%20St,%20Oxford,%20OX1%203BH,%20England&auid=10926969431706674581&ll=51.754051,-1.254619&lsp=9902&q=Divinity%20School&_ext=CjIKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgQIBhBzCgQIChAACgQIUhAHCgQIVRARCgQIWRACCgUIpAEQARIkKTM7E4sA1UlAMQALzF6lZfa/OaMmTBED7ElAQYD0MyEywPG/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_Church_of_St_Mary_the_Virgin
https://maps.apple.com/?address=High%20Street,%20Oxford,%20OX1%204BJ,%20England&auid=15093652509024597584&ll=51.752797,-1.253706&lsp=9902&q=University%20Church%20of%20St%20Mary%20the%20Virgin&_ext=CjIKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgQIBhB9CgQIChAACgQIUhAHCgQIVRAPCgQIWRAGCgUIpAEQARIkKYls1s9R4ElAMQKPuXw1EfS/OQgcrnpl4ElAQck3gCMmDfS/
http://www.oxfordhistory.org.uk/high/tour/north/stmarys_church.html
https://maps.apple.com/?address=Radcliffe%20Square,%20Oxford,%20OX1%204AJ,%20England&auid=16197530011724319294&ll=51.752944,-1.254789&lsp=9902&q=Brasenose%20College&_ext=CjIKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgQIBhAZCgQIChABCgQIUhAHCgQIVRAOCgQIWRABCgUIpAEQARIkKZgYy/RL4ElAMSpF4WnoFfS/OU2RMph14ElAQcQQlDawEPS/
https://maps.apple.com/?address=Turl%20St,%20Oxford,%20England&auid=4374783739956770505&ll=51.752367,-1.256003&lsp=9902&q=Turl%20Street%20Mitre&_ext=CjIKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgQIBhALCgQIChAACgQIUhADCgQIVRAQCgQIWRADCgUIpAEQARImKROLtNPJ30lAMbGctsAMNvS/OZFg2i/w4ElAQcFZQ8qc+vO/UAQ=
http://www.oxfordhistory.org.uk/high/tour/north/018_mitre.html


Continue on High Street until you reach a cross-roads. Pause for a moment. In front of 
you is Carfax Tower (map), so-called from the French “carrefour,” meaning crossroads. 
In contrast with the quiet Queen’s Lane, this area is one of the busiest places in Oxford.


Turn left to go south for a detour to two landmarks, before retracing your steps to the 
cross-roads:


Pembroke College (map). J. R. R. Tolkien spent twenty years as fellow and 
Professor of Anglo-Saxon here.


1 Brewer Street (map). House in which Dorothy L. Sayers was born.


Cornmarket Street north to Mary Mag’s and St. Giles St. 

Once back at Carfax Tower (map), go north on Cornmarket Street (oxhx) and walk past 
all the shops past Market Street, and past Ship Street, until you come to Broad Street 
(oxhx). Ahead of you and on your right you will see St. Mary Magdalen’s Church (map, 
oxhx). Lewis used to frequent this church for confession.


Walk alongside the church (known as “Mary Mag”) and you will come upon the 
Martyrs’ Memorial (map), built in remembrance of the 16th century martyrs, 
Cranmer, Latimer and Ridley, who were burned at the stake nearby. Cross the 
street (carefully). On your left you will see the Randolph Hotel (map), a wonderful 
place for high tea (reservations recommended).


Continue to your right past the famed Ashmolean museum (map; could spend a full 
day here!), going north along the wide, tree-lined road called St. Giles (oxhx; so named 
after St. Giles’s Church at the far end; map, oxhx). 


When you reach Pusey St, go left a block. 


The Tolkiens lived at 1 Alfred St. (now Pusey St., map) when they first came to 
Oxford after World War 1.


“Tolkien had already begun to write his great mythology… He read his tale ‘The 
Fall of Gondolin’ to the Essay Club of Exeter College, an undergraduate society 
that included Nevill Coghill and Hugo Dyson…” (Poe, pp. 53-54). 


Return to St. Giles St, and continue north. 


On your left you will come to the most famous Lewis pub, The Eagle and Child 
(also known as “The Bird and Baby”; map, oxhx). It was here that the Inklings 
met informally every Tuesday morning to drink and to discuss the books they 
were reading (and writing). After Lewis moved to Cambridge, they continued, 
switching the day to Mondays. 


In 1962, after a remodeling of the Bird and Baby (one of many), they moved 
across the street to The Lamb and Flag (oxhx).
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carfax,_Oxford
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https://maps.apple.com/?address=1%20Brewer%20St,%20Oxford,%20OX1%201QN,%20England&ll=51.749669,-1.257174&q=1%20Brewer%20St&_ext=EiYp2/5L+WHfSUAxvSSG7hk79L85WdRxVYjgSUBBixBmCav/879QBA==
https://maps.apple.com/?address=4%20Queen%20St,%20Oxford,%20OX1%201EJ,%20England&auid=11698385525803979083&ll=51.751980,-1.257740&lsp=9902&q=American%20Express%20Worldwide%20Travel%20Service&_ext=CjMKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgUIBhCfAwoECAoQAAoECFIQBAoECFUQAAoECFkQBgoFCKQBEAESJimnpV5Npd9JQDHPKXFL9z70vzkle4Spy+BJQEGp9R+1hwP0v1AE
http://www.oxfordhistory.org.uk/cornmarket/index.html
http://www.oxfordhistory.org.uk/broad/index.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Mary_Magdalen's_Church,_Oxford
https://maps.apple.com/?address=St%20Mary%20Magdalen%20Church,%20Magdalen%20St,%20Oxford,%20OX1%202NA,%20England&auid=2936206739421539037&ll=51.754620,-1.258826&lsp=9902&q=St%20Mary%20Magdalen's%20Church,%20Oxford&_ext=CjIKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgQIBhBzCgQIChAACgQIUhAHCgQIVRAQCgQIWRAGCgUIpAEQARImKXxQYacE4ElAMSNosCjVQfS/OfolhwMr4UlAQUPGZJdkBvS/UAQ=
http://www.oxfordhistory.org.uk/broad/buildings/north/churchyard.html
https://maps.apple.com/?address=Magdalen%20Street,%20Oxford,%20OX1%203AE,%20England&auid=17684324792932423923&ll=51.755080,-1.258988&lsp=9902&q=Martyrs'%20Memorial&_ext=CjIKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgQIBhBzCgQIChAACgQIUhAHCgQIVRAQCgQIWRABCgUIpAEQARIkKb2EIo0V4ElAMRsRBDsRQvS/OTtaSOk74UlAQa1VPX2gBvS/
https://maps.apple.com/?address=Beaumont%20St,%20Oxford,%20OX1%202LN,%20England&auid=8323912134352870979&ll=51.755077,-1.259630&lsp=9902&q=The%20Randolph%20Hotel&_ext=CjIKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgQIBhALCgQIChAACgQIUhADCgQIVRANCgQIWRABCgUIpAEQARImKTGVy+MT4ElAMf7WyZotR/S/Oa9q8T864UlAQfrIYuG8C/S/UAQ=
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashmolean_Museum
https://maps.apple.com/?address=Beaumont%20Street,%20Oxford%20OX1%202PH,%20England&auid=2486450538121141041&ll=51.755645,-1.260300&lsp=9902&q=Ashmolean%20Museum&_ext=CjIKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgQIBhAQCgQIChABCgQIUhAMCgQIVRANCgQIWRABCgUIpAEQARImKeRWUiki4ElAMbyFrp6JSPS/OWIseIVI4UlAQaqztb8YDfS/UAQ=
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Giles',_Oxford
http://www.oxfordhistory.org.uk/stgiles/index.html
https://maps.apple.com/?address=10%20Woodstock%20Road,%20Oxford,%20OX2%206HT,%20England&auid=11736755490222963963&ll=51.759194,-1.260391&lsp=9902&q=St%20Giles&_ext=CjIKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgQIBhB9CgQIChAACgQIUhAHCgQIVRAQCgQIWRAGCgUIpAEQARImKUi3yqmk4ElAMS+LYtQnSPS/OcaM8AXL4UlAQRPz0521DPS/UAQ=
http://www.oxfordhistory.org.uk/stgiles/tour/stgiles_church.html
https://maps.apple.com/?address=1%20Pusey%20Lane,%20Oxford,%20OX1%202LF,%20England&ll=51.756745,-1.261375&q=1%20Pusey%20Lane&_ext=EiYpLwuS1EngSUAxwU47t1BM9L85reC3MHDhSUBBwenTb98Q9L9QBA==
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Eagle_and_Child
https://maps.apple.com/?address=49%20St.%20Giles,%20Oxford,%20Oxfordshire,%20OX1%203LU,%20England&auid=17047553962291064031&ll=51.757132,-1.260323&lsp=9902&q=The%20Eagle%20and%20Child&_ext=CjkKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgUIBhChAgoECAoQAAoECCsQAQoECFIQAQoECFUQEAoECFkQAwoFCKQBEAESJikt6L0iWuBJQDFw+A69BEj0vzmrveN+gOFJQEGuKbpKkwz0v1AE
http://www.oxfordhistory.org.uk/stgiles/tour/west/48_49_eagle.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lamb_&_Flag,_Oxford
http://www.oxfordhistory.org.uk/stgiles/tour/east/12_13_lamb.html


From Lewis’ Out of the Silent Planet: 
“[Ransom, after arriving back on earth,] contrived to get into a lane, then a road, 
then into a village street. A lighted door was open. There were voices from within 
and they were speaking English. There was a familiar smell. He pushed his way 
in, regardless of the surprise he was creating in the bar. “A pint of bitter, please,” 
said Ransom.”


Return south to Mary Mag’s, then walk east to your starting point on Broad Street, near 
Blackwell’s and the Sheldonian Theatre.


Balliol College; map, oxhx, east of Mary Mag’s, you will pass it on your left on 
Broad Street as you return to Blackwell’s. Lord Peter Wimsey attended Balliol 
College.


Spend any extra time (if we have any!) in Blackwell’s or in the History of Science 
Museum. 


Greater Oxford – driving


Oxford is a city that sets its own course, regardless of how the rest of the world 
goes. The River Thames flows below Oxford and above Oxford, but through the 
city flows the River Isis. The big bell in Tom Tower of Christ Church tolls at five 
minutes past the hour according to Greenwich Mean Time because reason 
insists that Oxford is five minutes later than Greenwich. Even though Magdalen 
College pronounces its name Maudlin, St. Mary Magdalen Church pronounces 
its name the same way it would be pronounced anywhere else in the English-
speaking world, except Cambridge of course, which also adds a final “e.”  
(Poe, p. 19)


Northmoor Road: The Tolkiens lived at 20 Northmoor Road from 1930 to 1947, where 
Tolkien wrote most of The Lord of the Rings (Poe, pp. 66-68; map). 


One of Jack’s favorite walks was a late afternoon visit to The Perch for a pint and 
conversation (map; a quaint, thatch-roofed pub on Binsey Lane across the Port 
Meadow; map). 


Afterward perhaps a stroll along the Isis River to The Trout (map; the most glorious of 
pubs) for dinner.
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http://www.oxfordhistory.org.uk/broad/buildings/north/balliol_college.html
https://maps.apple.com/?address=20%20Northmoor%20Road,%20Oxford,%20OX2%206UR,%20England&ll=51.771042,-1.260128&q=20%20Northmoor%20Road&_ext=EiYpq8DaUx7iSUAxiUlF0TZH9L85KZYAsETjSUBBva/zt8AL9L9QBA==
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Headington — morning/driving


Headington Quarry (map). Driving recommended. (Park at The Kilns)


If walking, catch the Headington/Risinghurst bus on Queen’s Street beside the Carfax 
Tower. Ask the bus driver for a round-trip ticket to the Lewis Close stop (map) on Kilns 
Lane. When riding up Headington Hill on a bus, Lewis concluded there must be a God 
(Poe, p. 45).


This map shows Kilns Lane, Lewis Close, and the Kilns home (map):





The Kilns (map). 


The Kilns is the first house on the right side of Lewis Close. C. S. and Warnie 
Lewis lived at the Kilns from 1931 until their deaths. During Lewis’ lifetime, the 
entire street was part of the Kilns property. Warnie sold off lots for development 
for income. The Kilns is used by the C. S. Lewis Foundation (cslewis.org) as a 
study center for visiting scholars.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Headington_Quarry
https://maps.apple.com/?address=Lewis%20Close,%20Headington,%20Oxford,%20England&ll=51.757244,-1.189800&q=Lewis%20Close&_ext=EiYpdmk2MVrgSUAxiVhagCIn87859D5cjYDhSUBBt3DfDbHr8r9QBA==
https://maps.apple.com/?address=The%20Kilns,%20Lewis%20Close,%20Headington,%20Oxford,%20OX3%208JD,%20England&auid=12853699959688509621&ll=51.756774,-1.189972&lsp=9902&q=The%20Kilns&_ext=CjIKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgQIBhAQCgQIChAACgQIUhACCgQIVRAMCgQIWRABCgUIpAEQARImKdtOts1K4ElAMUfvzSTZJ/O/OVkk3Clx4UlAQSeh1tpn7PK/UAQ=
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Kilns
https://maps.apple.com/?address=The%20Kilns,%20Lewis%20Close,%20Headington,%20Oxford,%20OX3%208JD,%20England&ll=51.756774,-1.189972&q=The%20Kilns&_ext=EiYp2062zUrgSUAxR+/NJNkn8785WSTcKXHhSUBBJ6HW2mfs8r9QBA==
https://www.cslewis.org


Book a tour of the Kilns at least two weeks in advance. It is not a museum, but a 
place of residence for scholars-in-residence. The Kilns also hosts summer 
seminars. Temporary parking is available at The Kilns while on a booked tour. 
£15 per adult, cash only.


After visiting the Kilns, enter the nature preserve that begins at the edge of the 
Close with a path to the pond where Lewis used to swim. He cut the paths 
through this wild area and planted many of the trees. At the left end of the pond 
is the bomb shelter Lewis had built at the beginning of World War II. At the right 
end of the pond stands the semicircular bench Lewis built for enjoying the view 
of the pond. Climb the path to the right of the bench to the top of Shotover Hill 
and a view of the surrounding countryside.


Lewis’ parish church and grave site at Holy Trinity Church (map).


When you finish your walk on the hill, return down Lewis Close to Kilns Lane and 
turn left. Proceed down Kilns Lane all the way to the Eastern By-Pass. Do not 
follow the curve of the road to the right. Cross the Eastern By-Pass at the 
crossing lights where you will reach Trinity Road, which winds its way a short 
distance to Holy Trinity Church (map), where Jack and Warnie Lewis attended 
services every Sunday. 


Both brothers lie buried together under a single gravestone. Walk straight into 
the churchyard past the church to the back wall, where a sign points to the left 
directing you to the Lewis grave. 





After visiting the grave, enter the church. Along the far outside aisle you will find 
the short pew where the Lewis brothers habitually sat. It is on the left side of the 
church facing the altar, about half-way back, next to a stone column opposite 
the board that posts the Psalms. It is marked by a small brass plaque. 
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https://www.cslewis.org/ourprograms/thekilns/kilnstour/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Trinity_Church,_Headington_Quarry
https://maps.apple.com/?address=46%20Quarry%20Road,%20Headington,%20Oxford,%20OX3%208NU,%20England&auid=11751923739904067275&ll=51.757747,-1.197982&lsp=9902&q=Holy%20Trinity%20Church&_ext=CjIKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgQIBhB9CgQIChAACgQIUhAHCgQIVRAQCgQIWRAGCgUIpAEQARImKcgamkhw4ElAMUeNQdsOR/O/OUbwv6SW4UlAQc0YnS6dC/O/UAQ=
https://maps.apple.com/?address=46%20Quarry%20Road,%20Headington,%20Oxford,%20OX3%208NU,%20England&auid=11751923739904067275&ll=51.757747,-1.197982&lsp=9902&q=Holy%20Trinity%20Church&_ext=CjIKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgQIBhB9CgQIChAACgQIUhAHCgQIVRAQCgQIWRAGCgUIpAEQARImKcgamkhw4ElAMUeNQdsOR/O/OUbwv6SW4UlAQc0YnS6dC/O/UAQ=


Tolkien church and home 




Church of Corpus Christi, 88 Wharton Road (map)


When finished, return to Trinity Road and turn left. After only a few feet, turn left 
onto Quarry School Road. At the end of this short street, turn left onto Quarry 
Hollow and climb the hill where the name changes to Margaret Road. Continue 
along Margaret Road to the intersection of Wharton Road where the Catholic 
Church of Corpus Christi stands on the corner. The Tolkiens attended this 
church when they lived in Headington. 


Tolkien home, 76 Sandfield Road (map)


J. R. R. Tolkien and Edith lived in this two-story white stucco house from 1953 
until 1968. A stone marker is on the side of the house.
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https://maps.apple.com/?address=The%20Presbytery,%2088%20Wharton%20Road,%20Headington,%20Oxford,%20OX3%208AJ,%20England&auid=10469948847977233129&ll=51.757362,-1.204264&lsp=9902&q=The%20Catholic%20Church%20of%20Corpus%20Christi&_ext=CjIKBQgEEOEBCgQIBRADCgQIBhB9CgQIChAACgQIUhAHCgQIVRAQCgQIWRAGCgUIpAEQARImKWRS6FJj4ElAMbw0ZipEYvO/OeInDq+J4UlAQdSr4J/SJvO/UAQ=
https://maps.apple.com/?address=76%20Sandfield%20Road,%20Headington,%20Oxford,%20OX3%207RL,%20England&ll=51.762673,-1.221460&q=76%20Sandfield%20Road&_ext=EiYp+1gcGgzhSUAx20DfEdOo8785eS5CdjLiSUBBd93syl9t879QBA==

