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Welcome to “Thinking Theologically,” for the course “Love and the Cosmos: Trinitarian Perspectives on Science with T. 
F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis.” This is the video for the Perspective seminar for Week 2.
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“Winter Owl” by Michael Barfield

Thinking  
Theologically

 with T. F. Torrance and C. S. LewisTrinitarian Perspectives on Science

Rivendell Gallery

The painting, Winter Owl, is by Michael Barfield. Here’s an uncropped version. Have you ever seen an owl in the 
woods on a winter’s day? That’s an experience of nature to remember. What are your most memorable experiences of 
nature? Where were you? How old were you? Who was with you? Have you shared that experience with anyone 
recently?
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“Winter Owl” by Michael Barfield

Thinking Theologically
“For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or 
rulers or authorities; all things have been created through 
him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the 
church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the 
dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 
For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 
and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 
things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 
through his blood, shed on the cross.” Colossians 1:15–20

 with T. F. Torrance and C. S. LewisTrinitarian Perspectives on Science

Rivendell Gallery

Let us read together the focal scripture passage for this course, from Colossians, the first chapter:
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“Winter Owl” by Michael Barfield

Thinking Theologically
Dear Father, Son and Spirit, teach us today to see 
Creation with the mind of Christ. Help us to develop 
a theological instinct to apprehend Christ as the 
reality sustaining the Creation. Lead us to discern 
Christ, through the Spirit, as actively present in, and 
working behind, all things in heaven and earth, 
toward the eventual full expression of your almighty 
love. Give us the binoculars of Trinitarian perspectives 
to help us see further into the wonder of your 
Creation, through Jesus Christ our Lord, amen.

 with T. F. Torrance and C. S. LewisTrinitarian Perspectives on Science

Rivendell Gallery

Let us pray together.
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Thinking 
Theologically

To love and praise God  
with all our hearts  

and minds… 

Course Introduction

Why study the past?

Love and the Cosmos

Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

Christian Theological Instinct

Conclusion

Today’s video is an Introduction to the Course. After an introduction, we consider Why Study the Past?, Love and the 
Cosmos, Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis, and we conclude with a few comments about developing a Christian 
Theological Instinct.

• By thinking theologically, we will stir ourselves to love and praise God in light of his creation with all our hearts and 
with all our minds. / In later weeks, we will refer back to the fundamental ideas introduced here today. So this video is 
an introduction not only to this week, but to the entire course.
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Thinking 
Theologically

Course Introduction

Models of God and Nature

Science and Religion

Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

Christian Theological Instinct

Conclusion

■ What kind of course is this? 

■ Stratification of Truth 

■ Course outline

(Interlude: Hold Onto You)

• So let’s turn to the Course Introduction. We will look at three themes, “What kind of course is this?”  – what Torrance 
called the “stratification of truth” – and the course outline.
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Doctrine of Creation?
■ Biblical basis, Old and New Testaments 
■ Theological dimensions 
■ Historical development

Course Introduction What kind of course?

First, “What kind of course is this?”

■ Is this a course exploring the biblical and theological doctrine of Creation, and how that understanding developed 

through the ages, from ancient cultures to the present? 

• There are some wonderful introductory textbooks we might adopt for such a course, such as this excellent and 

readable overview by David Fergusson, 

• or a more detailed historical study by Colin Gunton. The doctrine of Creation would merit a full course all by itself. 

While we will scratch the surface of these matters, that is not primarily what this course is. However, I do 
recommend that you put these books on your reading list.


7



Love and the Cosmos / Week 2 • Perspective: Thinking Theologically

Company Name : Presentation Name

8

Science course at a 
Christian school?
■ Cosmic origins 
■ The geologic history of Earth 
■ The origin of life on Earth 
■ The origin of species and diversity of life 
■ Human origins

Course Introduction What kind of course?

Wheaton College

Is this course an introduction to science for non-science majors, designed for a Christian school?

• There are great textbooks for that type of course, such as this one by faculty at Wheaton College. Topics 

considered in textbooks like these include the subjects listed here. These would justify a full course all by itself. 
This is a great textbook, and I do recommend it for your reading list. While our course overlaps with topics in this 
book, our approach is different.


——————

Understanding Scientific Theories of Origins: Cosmology, Geology, and Biology in Christian Perspective

by Robert C. Bishop, Larry L. Funck, Raymond J. Lewis, Stephen O. Moshier, and John H. Walton

8



Love and the Cosmos / Week 2 • Perspective: Thinking Theologically

Company Name : Presentation Name

9

Apologetics
■ Use science to establish 

the Christian faith??? 
■ Foundationalist 

apologetics 
■ Foundationalist natural 

theology 
■ Answer challenges to 

Christian faith that arise 
from science

Course Introduction What kind of course?

Is this course an introduction to apologetics? 

• For some, apologetics means using science to defend the Christian faith. This is very tricky to do, and might very 

well be contrary to the approach taken in this course, as we will see. I believe we are mistaken if we believe that 
arguments from science can establish or prove the Christian faith. 


• We will refer to that kind of activity as foundationalist apologetics, • or foundationalist natural theology. It is not wise 
to give the impression that faith rests upon the foundation of natural science rather than on the revelation of God in 
Jesus Christ, confirmed to us in the Spirit.


• On the other hand, apologetics in a proper sense means answering challenges to Christian faith that arise from 
science, that are spoken by scientists, or that seem to be posed by scientific discoveries. 


• There are some great books in this line, such as the two shown here. Learning to answer challenges to Christian 
faith that arise from science would justify a full course all by itself. While our course overlaps with apologetic 
concerns, it is organized with a different aim.
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Basic Issues in Science 
and Religion?
■ Faith and Reason 
■ Models of Science and Religion 
■ Language and Reality 
■ Argument from Design 
■ Natural Theology 
■ Mind and Body 
■ Life after Death 
■ Creation Care 
■ Science and the Religions of the World

Course Introduction What kind of course?

Is this a course in “Basic Issues in Science and Religion?”

• There are great textbooks for that type of course, such as Science and Religion by Alister McGrath or Creation Care 

by Douglas Moo and Jonathan Moo, and a 1966 classic by Ian Barbour.

• Basic issues considered in these textbooks include the topics listed here, and others. Basic issues would justify a 

full course all by itself. While we will touch on them in this course, that is not primarily what our course is about.
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History of Science and 
Religion?
■ Christianity and the Scientific Revolution 
■ Galileo’s Trial 
■ Astronomy and the Plurality of Worlds 
■ Geology and the Age of the Earth 
■ Charles Darwin and Evolution 
■ James Maxwell and Field Theory 
■ Albert Einstein and the Big Bang 
■ Computers and Artificial Intelligence

Course Introduction What kind of course?

• So, is this a course in “History of Science and Religion?”

• There are great textbooks for that type of course, too, such as Ron Numbers’ Galileo Goes to Jail and other Myths 

about Science and Religion; • David Lindberg’s God and Nature, or John Hedley Brooke’s Science and Religion: 
Some Historical Perspectives.


• Historical case studies considered in these textbooks include the episodes listed here, and many more. The History 
of Science and Religion would merit a full course all by itself. While we will touch on these and other case studies in 
our course, that is not primarily what this course is about.
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Philosophy of Science?

Course Introduction What kind of course?

So, is this a course in “Philosophy of Science?” For that type of course, we might read Torrance himself, starting with 
Theological Science, or Travis Stevick, Encountering Reality, or Contact with Reality by Esther Meek, or Where the 
Conflict Really Lies, by Alvin Plantinga. The Philosophy of Science from a Christian perspective would merit a full 
course all by itself. While we will introduce some of these issues, that is not primarily what our course is about, either.
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Trinitarian Perspectives on 
Science and Religion

Course Introduction What kind of course?

CREATION

TRINITARIAN
PERSPECTIVES

PHILOSOPHY
OF SCIENCE

APOLOGETICS

HISTORY OF
SCIENCE &
RELIGION

BASIC ISSUES
IN SCIENCE
& RELIGION

NATURAL 
SCIENCE

So what’s left? A single course can barely scratch the surface, so think of this course 

• as an introduction to all of the other kinds of courses just mentioned. This course will prepare you, and I hope 
motivate you, to perhaps start a reading group, or a reading plan, with all the works just mentioned. 

• Yet this course has a specific, positive and constructive mission: it is chiefly about developing Trinitarian perspectives 
on science and religion that we might carry in to each of those other courses and their discussions. We begin with the 
Trinity, not as a doctrine to which we give intellectual assent, but as the ground and grammar of all reality and all our 
thinking. Our purpose is to develop the practice of thinking theologically about science.
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Trinitarian Perspectives on 
Science and Religion

Course Introduction

Texas Tribune

  Creation care 

  Darwin and evolution 

  Argument from Design 

  Mind and Body 

 Einstein & the Big Bang  A

B

C

Hypostatic Union

Relational being

Divine Freedom to love

Trinitarian perspectives

D

A

B

C

D Kata physin knowing

Etc.

Basic issues

Historical episodes

What kind of course?

Apologetics

Science

• Think of all of the other concerns, such as basic issues like Creation Care, Argument from Design, and Mind and 
Body, as different cars moving on one level…


• along with historical episodes, like Darwin and evolution, or Einstein and the Big Bang…

• along with science topics from a Christian perspective, apologetics and challenges to faith. We might think of the 

topics engaged in other courses as cars occupying various lanes.

• But on a different level altogether, crossing through and above them, are Trinitarian perspectives. These 

perspectives have names like Hypostatic union, Relational being (or onto-relations), divine freedom to love (or 
contingent order), kata-physin knowing (or realist epistemology), etc. Our chief aim in this course is to explore what 
light can be thrown on science if we approach natural science with Trinitarian perspectives like these in mind. Don’t 
worry if these terms are new to you now!
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Trinitarian Perspectives on 
Science and Religion

Course Introduction

Texas Tribune

  Creation care 

  Darwin and evolution 

  Argument from Design 

  Mind and Body 

 Einstein & the Big Bang  A

B

C

Hypostatic Union

Relational being

Divine Freedom to love

Trinitarian perspectives

D

A

B

C

D Kata physin knowing

Etc.

Basic issues

Historical episodes

What kind of course?

Apologetics

Science

We will move back and forth between Trinitarian perspectives and carefully-selected issues or episodes. So our 
strategy, our distinctive emphasis in this course, is to constantly re-focus on the cross-cutting theological level, to 
develop a capacity for theological thinking, to learn how to exercise a Christian theological instinct – to cut across all 
the lanes by driving on the upper level. (Pause) While this photo illustrates two levels, let’s imagine there are three 
levels…
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Stratification of Truth

Course Introduction

Level Description Trinity

Doxological Experiential Day-to-day worship

Theological Organized knowledge “Economic Trinity”

(in saving relation with us)

Scientific Knowing kata physin

(“according to nature”)

“Ontological Trinity”

(eternally as 3 persons)

Stratification of Truth

T. F. Torrance, Ground and Grammar of Theology, pp. 155-164.

Taking a cue from Albert Einstein, Thomas Torrance talked about the stratification of truth across three levels of 
knowing. The first is the everyday “doxological” 

• level, which refers to our daily experience of reality. To take the doctrine of the Trinity as an example, 

• this refers to our experience of worship and prayer day-to-day.

• Second, a “theological” level is 

• organized knowledge, based upon a more rigorous understanding of revealed truth. 

• For the Trinity, this level is represented by a biblical account of the three Persons of the Trinity in their saving 

relations with us. You will study this level in the Trinity class as the “Economic” Trinity.

• Third, there is a “scientific” level. On the scientific level, we come to know not just that something is, or how it 

appears to us, but how it is what it is because of its deeper nature. 

• We come to know something scientifically when we apprehend it kata-physin, which means “according to its very 

nature,” in light of its own inner relations and being. 

• When you take the course on the Trinity, you will call this level the “Ontological” Trinity, which refers to the eternal 

16



Triune character of God, his “being in communion” in himself, even apart from his revelation in saving relationship 
to us. (Pause) As Christians, we want to add the theological and scientific levels of understanding to our 
doxological experience of reality, and then 


• hold all three levels together in a mutually enriched understanding. Let’s turn our attention now to consider what 
this might mean not for the doctrine of the Trinity but for the doctrine of creation…
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Course Introduction Stratification of Truth: Doxological Creation

Doxological 
Creation
“Praise the Lord! How good it is to 
sing praises to our God, how 
pleasant and fitting to praise him! He 
determines the number of the stars 
and calls them each by name. Great 
is our Lord and mighty in power; his 
understanding has no limit. He covers 
the sky with clouds; he supplies the 
earth with rain and makes grass grow 
on the hills. He provides food for the 
cattle and for the young ravens when 
they call.”   – Psalm 147

stars

clouds
grass

cattle ravens

On the doxological level for our day-to-day experience of creation, we experience nature not as a brute fact, not just 
as a mere given, but as created by the free grace and wisdom and love of God. 

• With Psalm 147, we exclaim, (read). How many sciences touch upon the observations of this Psalm? There’s • 
astronomy, and • meteorology, and • agriculture. The painting depicts an owl • rather than a raven, but it’s in the same 
spirit as the Psalm. In Psalms like this one, and numerous other passages which contemplate nature,* God’s 
redemption of his people is seamlessly set within the story of his covenant with creation. The Bible cries out, as the old 
hymn proclaimed, “This is my Father’s world.” He cares for it, and he redeems it as well. Doxology means praise. Just 
as theology is done on one’s knees, as Torrance said, so natural science, for the believer, at least, is also done on 
one’s knees. Doxological science — the daily experience of the wonder and excitement and even the sacrifice of 
science can be worship, at least for the believer.

————————————

* Examples: Job 38-41; Psalms 8, 19, 33, 96-98, 104, 147, 148; Proverbs 8:22-36; Isaiah 11:6-9, 65:17-25; 
Deuteronomy 29:22-28; Hosea 2:20-23, 4:1-6; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Colossians 1:15-20; Hebrews 1:1-4; Revelation 1:17, 

17



21:5-6.
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Course Introduction Doxological Science

“Absolute novelty belongs to God alone.”  
– Blaise Pascal 

Thinking God’s thoughts after him, a “priest of 
nature” interpreting the “Book of Nature”  
– Johann Kepler 

“It is the glory of God to conceal a matter;  
but the glory of kings is to search things out.”  
– Proverbs 25:2

Greg Hill Flickr

Pascal wrote that “absolute novelty belongs to God alone.” The joy we experience as we discover something new in 
nature was put there by God, whether we realize it or not.

■ Johann Kepler often described science as thinking God’s thoughts after him. The scientist is a “priest of nature,” 

interpreting the “book of nature.” Nature is mute, at least in human speech, so the scientist gives nature its voice. 
The scientist makes nature known, and better understood.


■ Proverbs says that “It is the glory of God to conceal a matter; but the glory of kings is to search things out.” When 
scientists discover hidden order in the universe, they are thinking God’s thoughts after him. This searching out of 
hidden things, as well as the ability to use one’s discoveries in service of love toward others, is what makes science 
exciting. Scientists fulfill a deep human calling to act as priests and kings in the creation. By doxological science, 
then, we mean not science that is explicitly applied to apologetics or evangelism, but the everyday experience and 
excitement and challenge of science, of thinking God’s thoughts after him, of searching out the intelligible order he 
has built into the creation, whether the scientist attributes it to God or not.

18
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Course Introduction Stratification of Truth: Doxological Astronomy

Greg Hill, Worship Pastor, Wildwood 
Community Church, Norman, Oklahoma

Greg Hill Flickr

“He determines the number 
of the stars and calls them 
each by name.”

Johann Kepler, Harmony of the Universe 
(1619) 
“Great is our Lord and great His virtue and 
of His wisdom there is no number: praise 
Him, ye heavens, praise Him, ye Sun, 
Moon, and planets, use every sense for 
perceiving, every tongue for declaring 
your Creator. Praise Him, ye celestial 
harmonies, …: and thou my soul, praise 
the Lord thy Creator, as long as I shall be: 
for out of Him and through Him and in Him 
are all things; for both those whereof we 
are utterly ignorant and those which we 
know are the least part of them; because 
there is still more beyond. To Him be 
praise, honour, and glory, world without 
end. Amen.”

In doxological astronomy, we join the Psalmist in praise, affirming: “He determines the number of the stars and calls 
them each by name.”

• In one of the most innovative works in the entire history of astronomy, Johann Kepler exulted: (read).

• A modern doxological amateur astronomer is Greg Hill, Worship Pastor of a church in Norman, Oklahoma. On clear 
nights he captures photographs like these of galaxies and nebula from deep space, voicing Creation’s praise. Through 
countless hours at the telescope and computer, Greg seeks to number the stars and call them each by name.

19
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Course Introduction Stratification of Truth: Doxological Birder

Another doxological creation worker is Mike Morrison, Dean of Grace Communion Seminary. He catches birds near his 
home in La Verne, California. He uses nets so that he can band them with unique numbers and study how they move 
from one place to another. He participates in the MAPS program (Monitoring Avian Productivity and Survivorship), 
coordinated by the Institute for Bird Populations.

20
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Course Introduction Stratification of Truth: Doxological Birder

 https://sites.google.com/view/birdbanding/home

There are several hundred stations around the county that standardize their methodology so comparisons can be 
made year to year and place to place. You can see a list of what he has caught, with a few photos, 

• at his bird-banding website. (https://sites.google.com/view/birdbanding/home) Mike comments, “I like to feel the 

heartbeat of a hummingbird, feel the spunk of an Oak Titmouse, feel the strength of a California Scrub-jay. I want to 
know how they move around in their environment, how long they live, how their family is doing.”


————————

Michael Morrison, personal communication, May 29, 2020: “The first job God gave to humans was taxonomy: naming 
the animals. We still haven’t cataloged them all. I like to know the names of the creatures – a bush is more interesting if 
it has a name, such as chamise or buckthorn, a flower more interesting if it’s a Splendid Mariposa Lily, a bird more 
interesting if it’s a Phainopepla. They are no longer strangers, but friends.

I enjoy the outdoors. I’m not athletic enough to go rockclimbing or on backpacking trips, but bird-banding suits my 
speed. I like to feel the heartbeat of a hummingbird, feel the spunk of an Oak Titmouse, feel the strength of a California 
Scrub-jay. I want to know how they move around in their environment, how long they live, how their family is doing. 
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One benefit of catching birds is we can often tell the difference between birds that are less than a year old and those 
that are older, so we get an estimate on how good the reproductive season has been. (hint: drought is not good). I do 
not enjoy ticks, rattlesnakes, and deerflies, even if they have names. But there are people who enjoy even those. Eric 
Liddell said that God made him run fast, and he felt God’s pleasure when he ran. I adapt that, to God gave me some 
talent for birds, and I enjoy life when I am working with birds. I am doing something in line with what he told the first 
humans to do.”
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Course Introduction Stratification of Truth: Doxological Biology

Charles Darwin, Barnacles (1851,1854)

Charles Darwin devoted 8 years of his life to dissecting barnacles. Darwin sought to number the barnacles and call 
them each by name. When Darwin’s young son visited a friend and saw no evidence of dissections going on in the 
house, he asked, “Where does your Daddy do his barnacles?” 8 years!  (Pause) What we as Christians call the 
doxological level of science refers to the scientist’s daily experience, understanding and practice as a scientist. It 
doesn’t matter if the scientist is a believer or not, or if they are consciously thinking of their work as worship or not. As 
Christians, we affirm that Darwin’s passion and interest in understanding these little critters was God-given, just as 
much as Kepler’s desire to understand the motions of the heavens. The work of every scientist to understand the least 
part of nature is an act of glorifying God, whether they are able to recognize it as such or not. Darwin’s science gave 
voice to the barnacles’ praise.

22



Love and the Cosmos / Week 2 • Perspective: Thinking Theologically

Company Name : Presentation Name

23

Course Introduction Stratification of Truth: Doxological Biology

Charles Darwin, Barnacles (1851,1854) Carrie J. Miller-DeBoer, Oklahoma river algae

Carrie Miller-DeBoer has published several articles on algae in Oklahoma and Texas rivers. She is passionate about 
understanding these little algae and what they mean for the river systems they inhabit. Carrie sees her love of algae as 
an affirmation of the wonders of what God has made. Her science gives voice to the algae’s praise.
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Course Introduction Stratification of Truth: Doxological Geology

Niels Steno, Tuscan strata (1669)

Niels Steno, often recognized as a founder of geology, approached his investigations of gems, fossils and strata as a 
way to acknowledge the power and wisdom and love of God. After completing his geological works, he became a 
bishop.
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Course Introduction Stratification of Truth: Doxological Geology

Niels Steno, Tuscan strata (1669) Martin Rudwick, Brachiopods (1960’s)

Martin Rudwick, the foremost historian of geology, started out as a paleontologist who, on the basis of his study of 
little brachiopods, published a book and several articles in the 1960’s arguing for a Permian mass extinction and 
continental drift, years before those ideas were accepted. Martin’s science gave voice to the brachiopod’s praise. 
Martin sees the entire history of geology as consistent with his Christian faith. In his mid-90’s, as shown here in his 
study in 2019, Martin remains active in the Anglican tradition.
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Course Introduction Stratification of Truth: Doxological Running

Chariots of Fire, 1981

“God made me for a purpose... for China.  
But he also made me fast.  And when I run, 
I feel his pleasure. To run is to honor him.  
Not to run would be to hold him in 
contempt.” 

Eric Liddell, in Chariots of Fire

when I dissect barnacles…
when I photograph the stars…

when I understand river algae…
when I chase the storm…

when I comprehend the brachiopods…

when I band a bird…

In the 1981 movie, Chariots of Fire, the missionary-to-be Eric Liddell explains to his sister Jenny why he is delaying his 
trip to China in order to run in the Olympics: 

• “God made me for a purpose... for China.  But he also made me fast.  And when I run, I feel his pleasure. To run is to 

honor him.  Not to run would be to hold him in contempt.” This is the doxological level of Creation in a nutshell. Just 
like Jenny, as Christians we are called to appreciate the everyday work of scientists in the same way.


• “when I photograph the stars,” I feel his pleasure.

• “when Darwin dissected barnacles for 8 years, he felt the pleasure of God, whether he recognized it as such or not.

• Can we feel God’s pleasure “when someone understands the river algae”? Let’s put ourselves in the position of 

Jenny: Do we appreciate that to understand the river algae is to honor God?

• When I band a bird, I honor him.

• To chase the storm is to honor God, whether the meteorologist realizes it or not.

• When I comprehend the brachiopods, I feel his pleasure.

26
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Course Introduction Course Information

Timelines Conversation Assignments

BTW, we’ve just mentioned Kepler, Darwin and Steno, each a major figure in the history of science. Don’t worry when 
names are new to you. The Course Packet has some timelines to help you get oriented. You are not expected to 
already know about historical figures, nor to memorize them.

• The Conversation assignments will offer you opportunities to explore what we are calling the Doxological level of 
Creation through the eyes of contemporary scientists and other creation workers. They do not need to be Christian 
believers for you to understand their day-to-day experience and appreciate what they do, in your own doxological 
perspective. Who knows; perhaps in these conversations, by your appreciation of what they do, they may come a step 
closer toward comprehending that God takes pleasure in their work, and is honored by it. Scientists, believers or not, 
are carrying out the mission of God, interpreting the book of nature and thinking God’s thoughts after him, as priests 
and kings of creation, voicing Creation’s praise.
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Stratification of Truth

Course Introduction

Level Description Creation

Doxological Experiential

Theological Organized knowledge

Scientific Knowing kata physin 
(“according to nature”)

Stratification of Truth: Doxological Creation

T. F. Torrance, Ground and Grammar of Theology, pp. 155-164.

Trinity

Day-to-day worship

“Economic Trinity”

“Ontological Trinity”

So… we first looked at the Stratification of Truth in relation to the doctrine of the Trinity. Then we turned to see how the 
same three levels might apply

• to the doctrine of Creation… •
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Stratification of Truth

Course Introduction

Level Description Creation

Doxological Experiential Nature as “Creation”

Theological Organized knowledge

Scientific Knowing kata physin 
(“according to nature”)

Stratification of Truth: Doxological Creation

T. F. Torrance, Ground and Grammar of Theology, pp. 155-164.

• and we’ve just explored several examples of scientists and creation workers who in their day-to-day work engage 
their passion to understand nature. We who are Christians can appreciate the day-to-day practice of scientists as 
an indwelling of nature as “creation,” which has its being and nature by the power and wisdom and love of God and 
is worthy of a lifetime of study.
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Stratification of Truth

Course Introduction

Level Description Creation

Doxological Experiential Nature as “Creation”

Theological Organized knowledge In relationship to Creator

(“Theist”)

Scientific Knowing kata physin 
(“according to nature”)

Stratification of Truth: Theist Creation

T. F. Torrance, Ground and Grammar of Theology, pp. 155-164.

On a second level, theological in character, we may organize scriptural teaching into a knowledge of Creation that sees 
nature in relationship to God the Creator. Let’s call this the development of Theist perspectives of creation. Theist 
perspectives might be shared among participants of any of the Abrahamic religions, that is, Judaism, Islam and 
Christianity. We will explore Theist perspectives in more detail later in the course. 
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Stratification of Truth

Course Introduction

Level Description Creation

Doxological Experiential Nature as “Creation”

Theological Organized knowledge In relationship to Creator

(“Theist”)

Scientific Knowing kata physin 
(“according to nature”)

In relationship to Christ

(“Trinitarian”)

Stratification of Truth: Trinitarian Creation

T. F. Torrance, Ground and Grammar of Theology, pp. 155-164.

“It is more worshipful and more accurate 
to call God Father than Creator.”  
              – Athanasius

On a yet higher level, scientific in character, we reason on the basis of the ultimate nature of Creation as revealed in 
relationship to Christ. In his Incarnation and Resurrection, Christ has reconciled all Creation and set it on a new basis. 
Because the full understanding of the Incarnation is inseparable from the doctrine of the Trinity, let’s call this the 
development of Trinitarian perspectives on Creation.

• Paraphrasing Athanasius, we might say, “It is more worshipful and more accurate to call God Father than Creator.” 
Knowing the Creation only in relationship to its Creator is not the fullest understanding of its nature as implicated in the 
Incarnation and Resurrection of Christ. In the case of seeking to understand human nature, Karl Barth argued that we 
must begin not with anthropology but with the humanity of Christ. In the same way, Creation also is most fully, truly, 
and accurately understood in relationship to the humanity of Christ. We will explore Trinitarian perspectives in more 
detail throughout this course. Yet in this course,

• we want to recognize and maintain all three levels, and hold them together.  Torrance insists that the experiential 

level, the doxological level, is the actual, concrete level that is not left behind, but remains the sine qua non of the 
higher levels developed from it (CDG, p. 90). Before we leave the stratified levels, let’s think of how we might 
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picture the relation between any two levels as a tapestry…

—————
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Course Introduction Stratification of Truth

J Meetze Studio/Common Threads

Imagine that a loom is set up vertically in a room, dividing the room into two spaces. The weaver is in the process of 
creating a tapestry on the loom. From the space in front of the tapestry, we watch as a beautiful landscape is being 
created. Let any lower level be the front side of the tapestry, which is disclosed to us as we watch.

• But our level is open to an additional level, which we begin to see if we go around to the back side of the tapestry. 

The back side suggests a hidden basis for the order on the front side. The additional level might seem like disorder 
to someone not familiar with it.


• But imagine that from the back side, we enter into conversation with the weaver as she works (note the clippers). 
She is herself intent upon both sides of the tapestry. From the back side, we hear about the weaver’s intention with 
the tapestry, including the reasons why she chose the scene, the color palette, and the other artistic features of the 
tapestry. Through this conversation, on the back side, we eventually achieve a “dimension in depth” of 
understanding, although the front side remains the chief focus to which we always return. This analogy is imperfect, 
to say the least, so only adopt it if it seems to help. We will come back to stratified levels later in the course.


———————
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http://jmeetzestudiocommonthreads.blogspot.com/2012/05/finishing-small-tapestry.html
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Course Introduction Course outline

Theological Perspective Application

Theological Perspective . . .

Seminar 1 Seminar 2

EACH SEMINAR: 
Video


Readings

Discussion

Next, let’s look at the overall structure of the course. For any given week,

• there are two seminars. Each seminar includes a video, some related readings, and a forum discussion.

• The first seminar each week introduces a theological perspective. 

• The second seminar applies that week’s theological perspective to a case study, past or present.

• The next week builds upon the perspective and application explored during the previous week, and so on. The 

course is designed around repeated dialogue between theological perspectives and their applications to various 
case studies.
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Course Introduction Course outline

Course outline
# Perspective Application

2 Thinking Theologically Flat Earth Myth

3 Babylonian astronomy Magi and the Star

4 Science and Religion Copernicus

5 Language and Reality The Galileo Affair

6 Scientific Method Science incurvatus in se

7 Knowing  
kata-physin

Interdisciplinary 
Relations

8 Being and Relation Relational Physics  
(& Genesis 1)

# Perspective Application

9 Divine Freedom & 
Contingent Order Geohistory

10 Imagining  
God & Nature Out of the Silent Planet

11 Stratified Reality Reality in Many 
Dimensions

12 Dualism Dilemmas of Design

13 Natural Theology Darwin and Evolution

14 Priest of Creation The New Creation

Orientation: Torrance and Lewis

This course begins with one week of Orientation assignments to Torrance and Lewis, followed by weeks of regular 
seminars.

■ We are now in the Introduction for Week 2, “thinking theologically.” After this, our first application seminar will 

explore the myth of the Flat Earth and what it tells us about the history of religion and science. 

■ In Week 3, two extra applications are the origins of astronomy in ancient Mesopotamia, a case study in science and 

religion; and Daniel and the magi, a case study in science and scripture.

■ The perspective for Week 4 is “thinking about science and religion.” To apply it in the application seminar, we will 

explore what difference our perspective makes with Copernicus and the motion of the Earth.

■ In week 5, we will look at the nature of language and its relation to reality, and then apply those insights to biblical 

interpretation and the Trial of Galileo.

■ In week 6, we explore the inadequacies of prevalent understandings of the scientific method, and then how science 

can be imprisoned incurvatus in se, curved in upon itself.

■ Then in Week 7 we dive into realist epistemology, how we know, which Torrance called kata-physin knowing, or 
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knowing “according to nature,” as mentioned earlier. We then illustrate kata-physin knowing by returning to the 
world of Galileo and looking more closely at interdisciplinary relations between Art, Astronomy, Music, and 
Theology in Tuscany about 400 years ago.


■ In week 8, we look at being in light of the doctrine of creation from nothing, and relation in light of the Trinity. We 
apply those perspectives to modern physics and cosmology, to Maxwell, Einstein, and the Big Bang, with a side-
glance at interpreting the first chapter of Genesis.


■ In week 9, we examine divine freedom and its corollary, contingent order, and see how those perspectives were 
expressed in the discovery of geohistory.


■ In week 10, we return to Models of God and Nature initially encountered in week 4, to consider them more fully in 
their own right. We will apply them by preparing to read Out of the Silent Planet, the first volume of the Ransom 
trilogy by C. S. Lewis.


■ Week 11 is devoted to the stratified nature of reality, which was briefly introduced a moment ago. The perspective 
of stratified reality equips us to inhabit a full vision of reality, a full circumference of reality, and to avoid the 
impoverishment of various forms of scientism and reductionism.


■ In week 12 we consider dualism and its application to the dilemmas of design in nature.

■ In week 13, we bring together many strands of previous weeks to reconsider natural theology and evolution.

■ Finally, in Week 14, we explore Torrance’s concept of humanity as The Priest of Creation, considering science and 

stewardship, the nature of technology, and the church and ecology. We conclude on an Easter note of the 
Resurrection and the New Creation.
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Course Introduction Course outline

One more point about the course outline: Think of each week as a single level on this spiral staircase. A given topic, 
like kata-physin knowing or stratified reality, may be introduced in one week but wait to receive full attention in a later 
week. So the videos are best watched in sequence, as every week builds upon the perspectives introduced in 
previous weeks. No video stands on its own; rather, they are holistically-intertwined, with some degree of repetition 
and anticipation. They create an ever-widening spiral of inter-linked understanding. By the end of the semester, you 
will have acquired and put into practice a Trinitarian “theological instinct” for the natural sciences.
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Thinking 
Theologically

Course Introduction

Why study the past?

Love and the Cosmos

Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

Christian Theological Instinct

Conclusion

■ What kind of course is this? 

■ Stratification of Truth 

■ Course outline

So that’s the Course Introduction. Be sure to read the Syllabus and Appendices before the end of the week, and 
contact me if you have questions. Now, before we turn to the next section, let me encourage you not to watch any 
video this semester in one sitting. Plan to allow an extra hour for each video this semester to allow for breaks between 
sections. Get up, stretch your legs. Go warm up your cup of tea or make a new pot of coffee. Give yourself a few 
moments away from the screen to process what you have just seen and heard. This is a wise habit to practice for 
every video, each week of the course.

• So press pause now and come back when you’re ready to resume with Why Study the Past? 

• (Interlude: Thank You Song)

————

http://kerrymagruder.com/hsci/06-Roman/source/basil.html

http://kerrymagruder.com/hsci/03-Egypt-Aegean/presocratics/06-parmenides-485.html 

http://kerrymagruder.com/hsci/04-Pyth-Plato-Aristotle/aristotle/nature.html
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Why study the past?

Why study the past?

In all likelihood, a question has immediately occurred to you: Why are so many case studies selected from the history 
of science, rather than the present-day? I have claimed that this is not a course in the history of science, but the 
abundant use of history may surprise you. So here are 8 advantages of selecting case studies and episodes from the 
past:
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1. Focus on perspectives

Focus on fishing

Why study the past?

First and foremost, this course is designed to help us develop Trinitarian theological perspectives which you will be 
able to bring to bear upon any issue. The goal is not to adjudicate the hottest issue of the moment. We are focusing on 
fishing, not on the fish per se. There are plenty of fish in the supermarket. Give someone a fish and they eat for a day; 
teach them to fish and they eat for a lifetime. The fish are individual issues in science. Fishing is thinking with 
theological perspectives. This is the key to the course: take time to learn how to fish, to think about science 
theologically. Let me say it again: I am asking you to be intentional about not focusing on getting the right answers to 
issues in current science. To focus on thinking with theological perspectives requires extreme patience and discipline. 
Step back from current issues, in order to think more deeply about the theological perspectives you will eventually 
bring to bear on any issue in the future. I ask you to become more interested in your development of a Christian 
theological instinct than which side you should take on any particular contemporary issue.
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2. The past is a laboratory

Why study the past?

Second, the history of science is a laboratory for the development and relations of the sciences in all kinds of 
interactions with all kinds of variables at play – in multiple changing disciplines, cultural settings, and perspectives. So 
becoming aware of a wide variety of episodes, and how they turned out, can offer us some wisdom and clarity that 
would be hard to obtain if our sample size of cultural settings was only 1, limited to the present day.
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2. The past is a laboratory
“The importance of… scientific questioning is very obvious when we 
study the history of science, which in all its great stages of advance has 
entailed radical revision of its premisses and methods. Advances can be 
made only through new ways of looking at things, through asking daring 
new questions, but new questions require corresponding changes in 
language and representation; they require changes in the framework of 
our concepts and in the logical structure of science itself. They may 
even call for a new meaning of the word ‘understanding’. But all that is 
part of the pain and awe and excitement of radically new knowledge…

Why study the past?

Torrance explains: READ.
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2. The past is a laboratory
The refusal to be bound by the rigid framework of our previous 
attainments, the capacity to wonder and be open for the radically new, 
the courage to adapt ourselves to the frighteningly novel, are all 
involved in the forward leap of scientific research, but in the heart of it 
lies the readiness to revise the canons of our inquiry, to renounce 
cherished ideas, to change our mind, to be wide open to question,  
to repent.” 
― T. F. Torrance, Theological Science, p. 122

Why study the past?

READ. If we want a laboratory in which we can observe the production of radically new knowledge, case studies in the 
history of science will help us.
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3. The past is drama
“… the unfolding of the unforeseen was everything. 
Turned wrong way round, the relentless unforeseen was 
what we schoolchildren studied as ‘History,’ harmless 
history, where everything unexpected in its own time is 
chronicled on the page as inevitable. The terror of the 
unforeseen is what the science of history hides…”  
― Philip Roth, The Plot Against America

Why study the past?

Third, rightly understood, the past is drama. 

• Philip Roth writes: (READ). What many see as definite outcomes, historical actors perceived as uncertain, and 
unpredictable. Outcomes were far from inevitable. History is contingent, in that it might have turned out otherwise. We 
must recover this sense of the past as drama.
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4. Concrete examples, stories
Why study the past?

4th, historical case studies enable us to explore any theological perspective in terms of concrete examples, rather than 
just abstract ideas. Stories can be memorable and powerfully instructive. By the end of the course, you will be familiar 
with the stories represented by each of these images. I hope these and many others will be meaningful and instructive 
to you.
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5. Detect our culture’s blind spots
“Most of all, perhaps, we need intimate knowledge of the past. 
Not that the past has any magic about it, but because we cannot 
study the future, and yet need something to set against the 
present, to remind us that the basic assumptions have been quite 
different in different periods and that much which seems certain to 
the uneducated is merely temporary fashion. A man who has lived 
in many places is not likely to be deceived by the local errors of his 
native village; the scholar has lived in many times and is therefore 
in some degree immune from the great cataract of nonsense that 
pours from the press and the microphone of his own age.”  
– C. S. Lewis, “Learning in War-Time,” in The Weight of Glory

C. S. Lewis 
b. Belfast, 1898

d. Oxford, 1963

Why study the past?

5th, the past helps us detect our own cultural blind spots. Historical episodes do not usually carry the same baggage 
and cultural filters as current issues, so we can exercise the muscles of our theological perspectives upon fresh 
historical episodes without as many extraneous cultural factors to disentangle, or to distract us. 

• C. S. Lewis explains: READ
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“It is a good rule, after reading a new book, never to allow yourself 
another new one until you have read an old one in between… 
Every age has its own outlook. It is specially good at seeing certain 
truths and specially liable to make certain mistakes. We all, 
therefore, need the books that will correct the characteristic 
mistakes of our own period… Nothing strikes me more when I read 
the controversies of past ages than the fact that both sides were 
usually assuming without question a good deal which we should 
now absolutely deny… The only palliative is to keep the clean sea 
breeze of the centuries blowing through our minds, and this can be 
done only by reading old books.”  
– C. S. Lewis, “Introduction,” to St. Athanasius, On the Incarnation; 
reprinted in C. S. Lewis, God in the Dock, p. 202

C. S. Lewis 
b. Belfast, 1898

d. Oxford, 1963

5. Detect our culture’s blind spots

Why study the past?

Lewis said the much the same thing in his introduction to a translation of Athanasius, reprinted in God in the Dock: “It 
is a good rule, after reading a new book, never to allow yourself another new one until you have read an old one in 
between…” 

[By the way, you will be observing Lewis’ “good rule” in this course, since you will be reading Lewis and Torrance, and 
both of them count as classic writers of old books. But to resume…] 
“Every age has its own outlook. It is specially good at seeing certain truths and specially liable to make certain 
mistakes. We all, therefore, need the books that will correct the characteristic mistakes of our own period… Nothing 
strikes me more when I read the controversies of past ages than the fact that both sides were usually assuming 
without question a good deal which we should now absolutely deny… The only palliative is to keep the clean sea 
breeze of the centuries blowing through our minds, and this can be done only by reading old books.”

A sense of history relativizes all eras, so that we do not mistake our own or any other as a Golden Age. 
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6. Address historical 
caricatures and myths

■ Flat Earth Myth 
■ Copernicus and the motion of the Earth 
■ Galileo Affair 
■ Immensity of the Universe 
■ Plurality of Worlds 
■ Age of the Earth 
■ Darwin and evolution 
■ Science and racism 
■ Ecology and the Church

“The past is never dead. It’s not even past.” 
– William Faulkner

Why study the past?

6th, we need the past in order to address common historical caricatures and myths. Many people hold that there is an 
inevitable conflict between science and religion, because they assume a number of mythical caricatures of the past. 
As William Faulkner said,

• “The past is never dead. It’s not even past.” In order to address these alleged conflicts, it is essential to gain a deeper 
historical perspective. The application video this week will introduce one of the most pervasive caricatures rampant in 
our culture, the myth of the Flat Earth. I hope that after you watch it, you will agree that a mature theological instinct 
needs to be informed by a knowledge of the past.

• Other historical myths we will address involve Copernicus and the motion of the Earth, the trial of Galileo, the 
immensity of the universe, the plurality of worlds, the age of the Earth, Darwin and evolution, science and racism, and 
ecology and the Church. None of these could be adequately addressed without taking a long second look at what 
actually happened in the past.
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7. Enter the worlds of Lewis and Torrance

C. S. Lewis 
b. Belfast, 1898

d. Oxford, 1963

T. F. Torrance 
b. Chengdu, China, 1913


d. Edinburgh, 2007

Thomas A. Noble 
“T. F. Torrance on the Centenary of His Birth”


T. F. Torrance Theological Fellowship

Annual keynote address, 2013

Why study the past?

7th, in this course we are entering the worlds of C. S. Lewis and T. F. Torrance, two of the most profound writers on 
science and religion in the 20th century. The chief objective of the course is to help you develop a Trinitarian 
theological instinct for science. But it is also a reading seminar, with a secondary objective to prepare you for lifelong 
reading of Torrance and Lewis. Think of the videos as a seminar experience in close-reading of select passages from 
their works. The forums provide places where you participate, seminar style, in the discussion of the passages quoted 
in these videos. Begin your semester-long journey exploring these two authors with two separate assignments that will 
orient you to the life and works of each.

• For Torrance, listen to Thomas A. Noble, a lecture entitled “T. F. Torrance on the Centenary of His Birth.” This was 

delivered as the annual keynote address for the T. F. Torrance Theological Fellowship, in 2013.  

——————

https://tftorrance.org/2013-tan-2
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7. Enter the worlds of Lewis and Torrance

C. S. Lewis 
b. Belfast, 1898

d. Oxford, 1963

T. F. Torrance 
b. Chengdu, China, 1913


d. Edinburgh, 2007

Max McLean 
“C. S. Lewis on Stage:  

The Most Reluctant Convert”

 2019

Why study the past?

For Lewis, watch “C. S. Lewis on Stage: The Most Reluctant Convert.” This is a theatrical performance in which Max 
McLean plays the role of Lewis. It is available as a DVD or streaming from Amazon Prime.


——————

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0788WSV81/ref=ox_sc_saved_title_1?smid=ATVPDKIKX0DER&psc=1

48



Love and the Cosmos / Week 2 • Perspective: Thinking Theologically

Company Name : Presentation Name

49

7. Enter the worlds of Lewis and Torrance

C. S. Lewis 
b. Belfast, 1898

d. Oxford, 1963

T. F. Torrance 
b. Chengdu, China, 1913


d. Edinburgh, 2007

Why study the past?

As we enter the 20th-century worlds of Lewis and Torrance, they will lead us deeper still into the past. It can be 
intimidating to read Lewis or Torrance without entering into the worlds that they knew. Both Torrance and Lewis were 
extraordinarily familiar with history, with historical figures and their writings, from the early church on up through their 
contemporary times. They lived in a lively mystical and intellectual communion with the saints, stretching down 
through history to their own day. To enter their worlds is not a matter of learned pedantry, to memorize the sheer 
number of historical figures they mention, whom they loved. Rather, they write with the wisdom of the ages, in 
dialogue with a living past. By acquainting ourselves with the historical figures and episodes with whom they 
themselves enter into conversation, we will be able to join in that ongoing dialogue and also read the books of 
Torrance and Lewis with deeper understanding.
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8. Make science human and personal

Why study the past?

And finally, the history of science can help to make science human and personal. 

• Instead of regarding science as a mechanical process that churns out inevitable outcomes, 

• we will engage in a conversation with past figures which will respect them as persons, highlight their creativity and 

resourcefulness, and reveal the personal character of the scientific endeavor.
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1. Focus on perspectives 
2. The past is a laboratory  
3. The past is drama 
4. Concrete examples, stories 
5. Detect our culture’s blind spots 
6. Address historical caricatures and myths 
7. Enter the worlds of Lewis and Torrance 
8. Make science human and personal

Why study the past?

Why study the past?

By the end of the course, I hope you will come to appreciate each of these benefits for yourself. Nevertheless, by no 
means are all the case studies taken from history. Some episodes are relatively current, although cutting-edge case 
studies are generally avoided as, in contrast to a science course, it is too soon to assess hot button issues with 
sufficient cultural depth and theological perspective.
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Thinking 
Theologically

Course Introduction

Why study the past?

Love and the Cosmos

Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

Christian Theological Instinct

Conclusion

So that’s Why study the past?

• Now after a quick break, let’s turn to Love and the Cosmos.

• (Interlude: Thank You Song)
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Gospel on a napkin

Incarnation Trinity Person of Christ Resurrection, Ascension

Love and the Cosmos

If we were to sketch the gospel on a napkin, it might look something like this: • First, the gospel is the Incarnation. As 
we celebrate throughout the Advent and Christmas seasons, Jesus is Immanuel, God with us, not a God who is 
remote from us. • Second, the gospel means God is love. Through Christ we discover that God is Triune, a communion 
of three Persons. What the doctrine of the Trinity means is that God is love. • Third, the gospel means that Jesus is 
Lord. He is the Victor; he has triumphed over every power in heaven and earth. In the person of Christ, all things in 
heaven and earth are redeemed, reconciled, re-made in a new creation, re-created from the inside out. He is the Victor 
over all of our sin, death, guilt, brokenness and alienation; our brokenness did not hinder him. Death could not hold 
him. Through the whole course of his life, from conception to ascension, and especially in the triumph of his death and 
resurrection, Jesus Christ triumphed over our fallen state, and maintained a union of humanity with God, that is, a 
union of his human and divine natures in unbroken communion and love with the Father. • And fourth, the gospel 
means that we are included in Christ. By grace we participate by the Spirit in union with Christ. Because Christ has 
joined with us in our humanity, becoming one with human flesh, therefore, through the Spirit, in Christ, we are 
personally invited into the life of God, to participate in his life, to be recreated in his Resurrection and Ascension. 
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Christians are those who are awakened to the reality of Christ, and who, in the Spirit, repent and turn from our 
brokenness and alienation to embrace in obedience the love and reconciliation he has accomplished for us. We 
embrace a reality which is both “already” and “not yet.” We are already in Christ, but we do not yet see fully who we 
are in Christ. These are four spiritual realities we proclaim in the gospel. But how does this gospel apply to the 
cosmos?

———————

https://kerrysloft.com/family/marriage-is-the-gospel-made-visible/ (PDF)

Note: These “four spiritual realities” are intended as a Trinitarian gloss upon, or homage to, “The Four Spiritual Laws,” 
a tract developed by Bill Bright, of Campus Crusade for Christ, often used for evangelism in the 20th century.
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Christ and the Cosmos
“The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 
creation. For in him all things were created: things in heaven 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers 
or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him 
and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in 
everything he might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to 
have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, 
by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.”  
(Colossians 1:15–20 NIV)

Love and the Cosmos

According to New Testament writers, Christ’s reconciliation and redemption do map to the cosmos, as we read earlier. 
In the words of the Christmas carol, we might say that the joy of redemption reaches “far as the curse is found,” and 
even farther.
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Incarnation –> Trinity 
                         Creation

■ Incarnation and Cosmos? 
■ Room in the cosmos for love? 
■ School for love? 
■ Full expression of love? 

Love and the Cosmos

Torrance emphasized that the early church came to formulate the doctrines of both the Trinity and the Creation in light 
of the Incarnation. The Incarnation comes first. It demonstrates God’s love for us, that God is with us in our alienation 
and darkness as Emmanuel. • The doctrine of the Trinity, at bottom, is an affirmation that love is the ultimate reality and 
the fountain of being and order. • But can the same be said of the creation — that the doctrine of creation affirms that 
the cosmos was established as an act of love? • What has Christ to do with the cosmos? When we look at the cross; 
when we look at the cosmos, we see violence and suffering. The cosmos, this physical universe in which we live, 
together with atoms, photons, rocks, plants, animals, planets, neutrons, galactic clusters, billions of people, and all the 
cosmos contains, is as much a part of creation as we ourselves. Was the cosmos created with redemption in mind? 
Was it created with the Incarnation and Ascension in mind? Did the Incarnation, Resurrection and Ascension affect the 
cosmos? (Pause) Yet for most modern people, the words “love” and “cosmos” do not seem to go together. Modern 
people are more likely to feel “lost in the cosmos” than “love in the cosmos.” • Is there room in the cosmos for love? 
Despite its violence and suffering, • Is the cosmos a school for love? This is a mystery, similar to the question: is the 
cross a sign of love? Is the cosmos a place where we can learn what love is, and how to love? • Is the cosmos a place 
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where love eventually will come to its full expression? Is that what is meant by New Creation? Is the New Creation 
inaugurated by Christ both already real and not yet revealed? What does Trinitarian Faith have to do with “love and the 
cosmos?” Beginning with initial reflections this week, and culminating in your final paper, I encourage you during every 
week of this course to reflect on connections between Trinitarian Faith, love, and the cosmos. Love and the Cosmos is 
the hidden theme running through this entire course.
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Thinking 
Theologically

Course Introduction

Why study the past?

Love and the Cosmos

Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

Christian Theological Instinct

Conclusion

So that’s Love and the Cosmos.

• Now let’s turn to Why focus on T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

• (Interlude: Morning Tea)
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■ Life: 
■ 1913-27: China missions, Thomas Torrance & Annie Torrance 
■ World War 2: “Huts and Canteens” 
■ 1937-38: Karl Barth, Basel (1946) 
■ New College, University of Edinburgh (1950-1979) 

■ 1. Barth reception: Scottish Journal of Theology, Church Dogmatics 
■ 2. Science and Religion: 1978 Templeton Prize 
■ Académe Internationale des Sciences Religeuses, 1969- 
■ Académe Internationale de Philosophie des Sciences, 1976- 

■ 3. Trinity: Reformed/Orthodox joint statement on the Trinity, 1991 
■ Thomas A. Noble, “T. F. Torrance on the Centenary of His Birth” 
■ Thomas F. Torrance Theological Fellowship (AAR), tftorrance.org/bio

Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

T. F. Torrance 
b. Chengdu, Sichuan, China, 1913


d. Edinburgh, 2007

T. F. Torrance

Thomas F. Torrance was born in Chengdu, China, in the province of Sichuan, in 1913, and died in Edinburgh in 2007.

• As the oldest son of the Reverand Thomas Torrance and Annie Torrance, who were missionaries in China, Tom 

grew up with a missionary vision. He was a teenager before he moved to Scotland for advanced schooling.

• During World War 2, Torrance served in North Africa, the Middle East, and Italy, in a regimental pastoral role with 

the Church of Scotland’s “Huts and Canteens” commission. Torrance occasionally undertook special missions and 
at times was a stretcher-bearer near the front lines. His war experiences profoundly influenced him.


• After his initial degrees at the University of Edinburgh, Torrance studied under Karl Barth in Basel, Switzerland, from 
1937 to 1938. Although his studies were interrupted by the war, he completed a thesis on the doctrine of grace in 
the Church Fathers in 1946.


• In 1950, Torrance became a professor of Church History, and then of Christian Dogmatics, in New College, of the 
University of Edinburgh. He served as Moderator of the Church of Scotland, its highest honor, in 1976-1977. After 
receiving the 1978 Templeton Prize for Progress in Science and Religion, Torrance retired from New College in 1979 
to pursue independent scholarship. (Pause) Universally regarded as one of the most important theologians of the 
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20th century, Torrance is best known for his work in three areas:

• 1. Barth reception: Torrance became the leading facilitator of Barth’s reception in the English-speaking world by 

founding the Scottish Journal of Theology, and by serving as the general editor of the multi-volume English 
translation of Barth’s Church Dogmatics. Torrance also wrote two highly regarded books of his own interpreting 
Barth’s significance. Torrance was Barth’s choice to succeed him in Basel, but Torrance declined, preferring to stay 
in Edinburgh.


• 2. Science and Religion (which might seem odd, given some understandings of Barth as not being interested in the 
sciences): But in addition to the prestigious Templeton Prize, already mentioned, Torrance was active in two 
relevant academic societies: 


• the Académe Internationale des Sciences Religeuses from 1969, and 

• the Académe Internationale de Philosophie des Sciences, from 1976. He served as president of the former from 

1972-1981. Torrance was also a Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh. 

• 3. Trinity: Torrance’s primary area of theological focus was the doctrine of the Trinity. Torrance led ecumenical 

discussions on the Trinity between the World Reformed Alliance and representatives of the Orthodox Church, which 
culminated in a landmark joint statement on the Trinity in 1991. For this effort, Torrance was awarded a Pectoral 
cross and made an honorary Proto-Presbyter in the Orthodox Church, a distinction that is unprecedented in 
Orthodox tradition.


• As part of your Orientation to the course, you are watching a lecture by Tom Noble on “T. F. Torrance on the 
Centenary of His Birth,” as we have said. This is an excellent introduction to Torrance. https://tftorrance.org/2013-
tan-2 


• There is a lively academic society devoted to Torrance’s theology, the Thomas F. Torrance Theological Fellowship, 
which is an auxiliary organization of the American Academy of Religion. A short biography of Torrance by Elmer 
Colyer is posted at tftorrance.org/bio. Tom Noble’s address on Torrance was a keynote presentation delivered at an 
annual meeting of this Fellowship.
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Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

T. F. Torrance 
b. Chengdu, China, 1913


d. Edinburgh, 2007

T. F. Torrance

Any list of Torrance’s major books in theology would include: Space, Time and Resurrection, published in 1976. This is 
a classic work on the Incarnation, which also exemplifies Torrance’s perspectives on the relations between theology 
and science.

• The Trinitarian Faith, published in 1989, is a magisterial account of the development of Nicene theology, and the 

nature of scientific knowing.

• The Christian Doctrine of God, published in 1996, is the culmination of Torrance’s life-long work on the doctrine of 

the Trinity.

• Incarnation, and its sequel volume,

• Atonement, are comprised of Torrance’s dogmatics lectures given at the University of Edinburgh. Reflecting that 

origin, these two volumes, edited by Robert T. Walker, are among the most readable of Torrance’s works. These 
books would be considered essential reading to understand Torrance’s theology. Yet he published many additional 
books in theology, such as The Doctrine of Grace in the Apostolic Fathers; Conflict and Agreement in the Church; 
Theology in Reconstruction; Theology in Reconciliation; The School of Faith; and too many others to list here.


58



58



Love and the Cosmos / Week 2 • Perspective: Thinking Theologically 59

Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

T. F. Torrance 
b. Chengdu, China, 1913


d. Edinburgh, 2007

T. F. Torrance

Beyond theology proper, Torrance’s books on theology and natural science include Space, Time and Incarnation, 
which examines the Incarnation’s implications for space and time;

• And Divine Meaning: Studies in Patristic Hermeneutics, which goes deeper into some of the topics covered in 

Space, Time and Incarnation.

• Divine and Contingent Order is Torrance’s magisterial work on divine freedom and contingent order in nature.

• Transformation and Convergence in the Frame of Knowledge: Explorations in the Interrelations of Scientific and 

Theological Enterprise, contains many important essays related to science and religion.

• Theological Science is a magisterial work in the philosophy of science and theology.

• The Ground and Grammar of Theology originated as popular lectures, and so may be read as a relatively accessible 

general overview. All of these books are an introduction to Torrance’s views on science and religion.
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Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

T. F. Torrance 
b. Chengdu, China, 1913


d. Edinburgh, 2007

T. F. Torrance

Additional books by Torrance on natural science include Reality and Evangelical Theology: The Realism of Christian 
Revelation;

■ Reality and Scientific Theology;

■ God and Rationality;

■ Preaching Christ Today: The Gospel and Scientific Thinking;

■ The Christian Frame of Mind: Reason, Order, and Openness in Theology and Natural Science;

■ Theological and Natural Science;

■ Christian Theology and Scientific Culture;

■ Belief in Science and in Christian Life: The Relevance of Michael Polanyi's Thought for Christian Faith and Life;

■ and an edition of James Clerk Maxwell, The Dynamical Theory of the Electromagnetic Field, to which Torrance 

added a significant introduction. In addition, there are many more articles and essays published elsewhere.
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Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

T. F. Torrance 
b. Chengdu, China, 1913


d. Edinburgh, 2007

T. F. Torrance

Incarnation Trinity

Science

In this course, we will read excerpts from three of Torrance’s works. Ground and Grammar of Theology originated as 
lectures on Trinitarian perspectives in theology.

• STR and TTF, two of his major works, focus upon the doctrines of the Incarnation and Trinity. These will be of 
permanent use to you in your theological work and pastoral ministry. We will use these classic works in Nicene 
theology 

• as a paradigm for science. In other words, we will ground our thinking about science, nature, and creation in the 
foundational theological perspectives of the Incarnation, Resurrection, and Trinity. These two works explore the heart 
of the Christian faith and will reward repeated reading and theological reflection over years to come. However, rather 
than attempting to read them cover-to-cover, in this course we will develop the skill of engaging Torrance with close 
reading of selected excerpts, from these volumes, chiefly, and from other essays.
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Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

T. F. Torrance 
b. Chengdu, China, 1913


d. Edinburgh, 2007

T. F. Torrance

For background on Torrance, start with Tom Noble’s orientation lecture mentioned earlier, but when you’re ready for 
more, Elmer Colyer’s book, How to Read T. F. Torrance, is a survey of Torrance’s thinking across the board. It is of 
indispensable value for serious study of Torrance.

• Alister McGrath’s intellectual biography of Torrance is also of indispensable value. Part 1 is a biographical narrative, 

along with the Epilogue. Part 2 explores select themes of Torrance’s thought.

• Theology in Transposition is a more recent, shorter introduction to Torrance by Myk Habets. All three of these 

books will help you understand Torrance, and would be in any working library for Torrance study. None are required 
for this course.
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■ Irish poet? 
■ 1918: Wounded in World War I 
■ 1925: Fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford 
■ 1931: Lewis became a Christian after a conversation with J. R. R. 

Tolkien and Hugo Dyson 
■ 1933 – 1949: “The Inklings” 
■ 1942 – 1944: BBC radio broadcast talks 
■ 1954: Magdalene College, Cambridge 
■ 1956: Married Joy Davidman 
■ Max McLean, “C.S. Lewis On Stage – The Most Reluctant 

Convert,” 2019. 
■ Wade Center podcast: https://www.wheaton.edu/academics/

academic-centers/wadecenter/ 

Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

C. S. Lewis 
b. Belfast, 1898

d. Oxford, 1963

C. S. Lewis

Clive Staples Lewis, often known as Jack, was born in Belfast, Ireland, in 1898, and died in Oxford in 1963. Lewis 
suffered the death of his mother at a young age, and experienced emotional estrangement from his father, who, 
coping with his own grief, sent Lewis away to an English boarding school.

• At the time, Lewis wanted nothing more than to become an accomplished Irish poet. But Lewis, like Tolkien, 

experienced the devastation of World War I which marked so many other writers of that generation. 

• Lewis was an atheist when he was wounded in the Great War in 1918.

• Trained in philosophy and literature, in 1925 Lewis became a Fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford.

• In 1931, some time after a late-night conversation with J. R. R. Tolkien and Hugo Dyson, Lewis became a Christian.

• From 1933 – 1949, Lewis gathered a group of friends and writers who called themselves the “Inklings,” to meet 

regularly, often at “The Eagle and Child,” a pub colloquially known as “The Bird and Baby.” Fellow Inklings included 
J.R.R. Tolkien, Charles Williams, Owen Barfield, Lewis’ brother Warnie, and others, who would take turns reading 
aloud the various books they were each writing at the time. The Inklings were the fellowship in which The Hobbit 
and The Lord of the Rings took shape, for example.
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• During World War 2, Lewis was engaged to present radio broadcast talks on the BBC explaining Christianity to a 
public grappling with the sorrows, dangers, and uncertainties of war. These talks later became the book Mere 
Christianity.


• In 1954, Lewis left Oxford and transferred to Magdalene College, Cambridge.

• And in 1956, Lewis married the love of his life, Joy Davidman, herself an accomplished writer.

• In the Orientation assignment, as mentioned earlier, you are watching a stage play of Lewis’ early life by Max 

McLean, “C.S. Lewis On Stage – The Most Reluctant Convert.” It is a DVD, released in 2019, that runs about 77 
minutes. It is available on many streaming services; e.g., it is available free in the US with Amazon Prime. 


• I recommend a podcast on Lewis and the Inklings by David and Crystal Downing, the curators of the Wade Center 
at Wheaton College. This podcast provides biographical background as well as introductions to authors of recent 
books and current scholarship on Lewis. The podcast archives are a rich treasure and well worth listening through.


———————

C.S. Lewis: A Profile in Faith, edited by Joel S. Woodruff, & Thomas A. Tarrants, III. Published by the C.S. Lewis 
Institute http://www.cslewisinstitute.org

Short bio of Lewis by Lyle Dorsett at https://www.cslewisinstitute.org/Articles_About_CS_Lewis; https://
www.cslewisinstitute.org/webfm_send/40 


https://www.cslewisinstitute.org/webfm_send/40

C. S. Lewis: A Profile of His Life By Lyle Dorsett
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Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

C. S. Lewis 
b. Belfast, 1898

d. Oxford, 1963

C. S. Lewis

As a professor of English literature, Lewis became known for erudite works like the Oxford history of English literature 
in the 16th century; or

• The Allegory of Love: A Study in Medieval Tradition; or

• A Preface to Paradise Lost, the great poem by John Milton; or

• An Experiment in Criticism, which is a provocative guide on how to read a book; or

• The Discarded Image: An Introduction to Medieval and Renaissance Literature. This last book is one that played a 

significant role in my own decision to switch from science to pursue a graduate degree in the history of science 
instead. Then, after I came to the University of Oklahoma history of science program, in my first year of graduate 
study, imagine my delight to discover that The Discarded Image was being used as a survey textbook for a course 
on early modern science!
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Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

C. S. Lewis 
b. Belfast, 1898

d. Oxford, 1963

C. S. Lewis

Non-academic books by Lewis include his Narnia stories, and three collections of essays:

• God in the Dock

• Christian Reflections, and

• The Weight of Glory.

• We earlier mentioned Mere Christianity, an introduction to Christianity. Three works of adult Christian fiction or 

fantasy include:

• The Screwtape Letters,

• the Great Divorce,

• and Till We Have Faces. There are many more books, such as Letters to Malcolm on Prayer; the Four Loves; 

Reflections on the Psalms; On Stories; The Pilgrim’s Regress; Present Concerns; A Grief Observed (which he wrote 
after the death of his wife Joy); a pamphlet on the King James Bible; an anthology of George MacDonald; and so 
on. But these are a great place to start. If you haven’t read them yet, exciting times lie ahead for you.
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Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

C. S. Lewis 
b. Belfast, 1898

d. Oxford, 1963

C. S. Lewis

Lewis engaged Christianity and natural science in many of his books, including the Ransom Trilogy, which consists of: 
Out of the Silent Planet, Perelandra, and That Hideous Strength.

• Miracles contains Lewis’ critique of materialism and scientism, as well as a defense of miracles and an exploration 

of the nature of the Incarnation and New Creation.

• The Problem of Pain focuses not just on human pain, but on animal pain and on the cosmos as a place of violence 

and suffering.
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Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

C. S. Lewis 
b. Belfast, 1898

d. Oxford, 1963

C. S. Lewis

In this course we will read excerpts from Miracles and The Problem of Pain.

• Of the Ransom trilogy, we have time to read only the first volume. Out of the Silent Planet illustrates some of the 

major themes of Lewis’ extensive engagement with evolution, scientism, materialism, reductionism, ecology and 
conservation, and other issues of faith and science.


• And in “The Abolition of Man,” we will read where Lewis set out what he believed to be the overall theme of the 
entire Ransom Trilogy. These books are written in a compelling, easy to understand, almost conversational style, as 
only Lewis can do.


67



Love and the Cosmos / Week 2 • Perspective: Thinking Theologically 68

Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

C. S. Lewis 
b. Belfast, 1898

d. Oxford, 1963

C. S. Lewis

For background on Lewis, if you read only one biography, I recommend The Narnian, by Alan Jacobs, a professor of 
English literature at Wheaton College, who explores the life-long development of Lewis’ Christian imagination. 

• David Downing’s study of Lewis’ conversion has much material relevant for this course. I highly recommend all of 

Downing’s many books on Lewis. Two other topical studies of Lewis deserve mention:

• First, Planet Narnia, by Michael Ward, explores the connections between Lewis’ works (not just Narnia) and the 

cosmological perspectives of the medieval and Renaissance literature Lewis loved.

• And second, Narnia and the Fields of Arbol: The Environmental Vision of C. S. Lewis, by Matthew Dickerson and 

David O’Hara. These four books will help you understand Lewis better. None are required for this course.
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Introduction to Torrance & Lewis?
■ Seminar in how to read Torrance and 

Lewis 
■ Prepare for life-long reading 
■ tftorrance.org 

■ Not an all-you-can-eat buffet

Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

C. S. Lewis 
b. Belfast, 1898

d. Oxford, 1963

What kind of course?

T. F. Torrance 
b. Chengdu, China, 1913


d. Edinburgh, 2007

Earlier we asked, “What kind of course is this?” One possibility might have been:

• Is this course an “Introduction to Torrance and Lewis?” The answer would be yes. 

• In some ways, this course is a seminar in how to read them with greater understanding. This is why the videos are 

characterized by extensive quotations from Torrance and Lewis, oftentimes with almost line-by-line discussion. 
Don’t skip over the quotations; they are an integral part of the course and will help you ponder the core insights and 
arguments of both authors.


• A goal of the course is to prepare you for life-long reading of both authors. One cannot hope to “cover” either Lewis 
or Torrance in a single semester.  


• For example, the Torrance website has a Torrance bibliography that currently numbers more than 1200 items. Don’t 
worry; you will not have to read them all this semester!


• The excerpts from both Torrance and Lewis that we do read together are not an all-you-can-eat buffet, but carefully 
chosen selections merely to whet your appetite for future reading. 


• One of the finest meals I’ve ever enjoyed was at the Argyll Hotel on the island of Iona. This was definitely not a 
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buffet! But it was immensely satisfying and sustaining. Just as a fine restaurant will serve up smaller portions than a 
buffet, you can read our assigned excerpts as the ingredients for your own culinary masterpiece. The first of many 
such over your lifetime. What matters is not how much you read, but that you read.
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Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?
■ Two of the most highly regarded 20th-century 

Christian writers. 
■ Each wrote in the Nicene theological tradition of 

Athanasius. 
■ The theology of each is encountered  

in-depth in many other contexts. 
■ Each also wrote prolifically on Christianity and science! 
■ Each engaged in "rehabilitation," a recovery of 

historical writers. 
■ Their books are not textbooks, but classics, for life-

long learning. 
■ Many experience reading their books as intellectually 

exhilarating, life-changing. 
■ Each spoke anchored in the Church, engaged beyond 

the Church, for the sake of the world.

Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

C. S. Lewis 
b. Belfast, 1898

d. Oxford, 1963

T. F. Torrance 
b. Chengdu, China, 1913


d. Edinburgh, 2007

So why build this course around Torrance and Lewis? 

• They were two of the most highly regarded 20th-century Christian writers. 

• Each wrote in the Nicene theological tradition of Athanasius. 

• We’ve already quoted from Lewis’ introduction to a translation of Athanasius.

• Torrance cherished this icon of Athanasius, presented to him by a friend in 1963. He kept it on the wall of his study, 

and he used it as the frontispiece in the first edition of The Trinitarian Faith.
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Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?
■ Two of the most highly regarded 20th-century 

Christian writers. 
■ Each wrote in the Nicene theological tradition of 

Athanasius. 
■ The theology of each is encountered  

in-depth in many other contexts. 
■ Each also wrote prolifically on Christianity and science! 
■ Each engaged in "rehabilitation," a recovery of 

historical writers. 
■ Their books are not textbooks, but classics, for life-

long learning. 
■ Many experience reading their books as intellectually 

exhilarating, life-changing. 
■ Each spoke anchored in the Church, engaged beyond 

the Church, for the sake of the world.

Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

C. S. Lewis 
b. Belfast, 1898

d. Oxford, 1963

T. F. Torrance 
b. Chengdu, China, 1913


d. Edinburgh, 2007

The theology of each is encountered in-depth in many other contexts.

• Each also wrote prolifically on Christianity and science! As we have seen, more books than we could read in 2 or 

even 3 semesters.

• Each engaged in what Lewis called "rehabilitation," that is, a charitable reading and thoughtful recovery of 

overlooked historical writers.

• Their books are not textbooks, but classics, for life-long learning. They are each only increasing in readers, and will 

still be read a century from now.

• Many experience reading their books as intellectually exhilarating, and life-changing. I pray this might be the case 

for you.

• Each spoke as anchored in the Church, engaged beyond the Church, for the sake of the world.
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Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?
■ Two of the most highly regarded 20th-century 

Christian writers. 
■ Each wrote in the Nicene theological tradition of 

Athanasius. 
■ The theology of each is encountered  

in-depth in other GCS courses. 
■ Each also wrote prolifically on Christianity and 

science! 
■ Their books are not textbooks, but classics, for 

life-long learning. 
■ Many experience reading their books as 

intellectually exhilarating, life-changing. 
■ Each spoke anchored in the Church, engaged 

beyond the Church, for the sake of the world.

Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

C. S. Lewis 
b. Belfast, 1898

d. Oxford, 1963

T. F. Torrance 
b. Chengdu, China, 1913


d. Edinburgh, 2007

■ Athanasius  
“contra mundum pro mundum” 
“Against the world, for the world” 

■ Anchored in the Church, but not just 
speaking to the Church 

■ Engaged in the world, for the world’s 
benefit 

■ Cultural evangelism,  
Reconciliation of the Mind

Against the world, for the world

Now this last point recalls the saying about 

• Athanasius, contra mundum, pro mundum: that he was “Against the world, for the world” in the Trinitarian 
controversies of his day. In their writings and in their public life, Lewis and Torrance each spoke as…

• anchored in the Church, from the perspective of the Trinitarian faith, but not just speaking to the Church.

• Each engaged in conversations with the world, for the sake of the world, for the benefit of all.

• Each regarded their task as one of cultural evangelism, a reconciliation of the mind. For Christianity is not a private 

faith, or a personal ethic. It’s not a tribal religion or even a planetary religion, but living in the truth of the reality of 
God in Christ. This reality requires a reconstruction of the foundations of intellectual culture that will benefit every 
person and discipline and corner of society and culture. (Pause) But might someone object that, if we start out in 
our thinking as persons already committed to the Trinitarian faith, are we cutting ourselves off from the public 
square? Will we find ourselves talking only to our own tribe, as no one else will care to listen?
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■ Two of the most highly regarded 20th-century 
Christian writers. 

■ Each wrote in the Nicene theological tradition of 
Athanasius. 

■ The theology of each is encountered  
in-depth in other GCS courses. 

■ Each also wrote prolifically on Christianity and 
science! 

■ Their books are not textbooks, but classics, for 
life-long learning. 

■ Many experience reading their books as 
intellectually exhilarating, life-changing. 

■ Each spoke anchored in the Church, engaged 
beyond the Church, for the sake of the world.
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Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?
Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

C. S. Lewis 
b. Belfast, 1898

d. Oxford, 1963

Against the world, for the world

T. F. Torrance 
b. Chengdu, China, 1913


d. Edinburgh, 2007

Consider the example of Lesslie Newbigin, the missionary to India who was a friend and colleague of T. F. Torrance 
and his brother J. B. Torrance. In works like Trinitarian Doctrine for Today’s Mission, and The Open Secret, Newbigin 
argued that, rather than detracting from outward engagement, Trinitarian perspectives are foundational to the Church’s 
outward, ecumenical mission. We openly declare the Trinitarian gospel — an “open secret” – in dialogue with a world 
that as yet does not recognize it or appreciate its meaning.

• Or consider the approach taken in The Dialectical Biologist, by acclaimed biologists Richard Levins and Richard 

Lewontin. Levins and Lewontin start out in their thinking as already committed to Marxist Dialectical Materialism, 
and seek to offer dialectical perspectives on biology that will aid and assist other biologists, even those who are not 
committed to Marxism. I have personally benefited from this book.


• Or consider the approach taken by feminists, who offer their own perspectives on the nature of science, against the 
world, for the world, to benefit the practice of science for all society and all scientists alike. I have personally 
benefited from feminist perspectives on science.


—————
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesslie_Newbigin 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Dialectical_Biologist

Richard Levins and Richard Lewontin, The Dialectical Biologist (1985)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Tao_of_Physics 
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■ Two of the most highly regarded 20th-century 
Christian writers. 

■ Each wrote in the Nicene theological tradition of 
Athanasius. 

■ The theology of each is encountered  
in-depth in other GCS courses. 

■ Each also wrote prolifically on Christianity and 
science! 

■ Their books are not textbooks, but classics, for 
life-long learning. 

■ Many experience reading their books as 
intellectually exhilarating, life-changing. 

■ Each spoke anchored in the Church, engaged 
beyond the Church, for the sake of the world.
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Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?
Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

C. S. Lewis 
b. Belfast, 1898

d. Oxford, 1963

Against the world, for the world

T. F. Torrance 
b. Chengdu, China, 1913


d. Edinburgh, 2007

Or recall Fritjof Capra, a physicist, whose best-selling 1975 book, The Tao of Physics, advocated understanding 
modern physics through the lens of eastern mysticism. Torrance corresponded with Capra, in fact. These four 
examples challenge us to develop Trinitarian perspectives on science that will be of interest in the public square. 
Everyone speaks from a perspective of some sort; no one can claim neutrality. There is no objectivity in that sense. But 
we don’t have to be tribal. In this course, we seek to clarify the perspective of Trinitarian science, in order to make a 
contribution to the public square, for the sake of the good of science and of the public understanding of science. We 
in turn would be wise to be attentive to what we can learn from other perspectives, including the major religions of the 
world, and the various non-theist models considered earlier, and the books listed here on this slide. The critical test for 
us will be whether Trinitarian perspectives prove beneficial to scientists themselves, even for those who have no 
interest in becoming Trinitarian Christians, just as I have no interest in becoming a Marxist. This may sound like a tall 
order, but like Lewis and Torrance, we seek to speak as among those anchored in the Trinitarian faith, as confessors of 
the Nicene Creed, but ready to engage in genuine conversations beyond the Church for the sake of the world.

—————
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesslie_Newbigin 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Dialectical_Biologist

Richard Levins and Richard Lewontin, The Dialectical Biologist (1985)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Tao_of_Physics 

————————

For two recent discussions relevant to this point, see Nicholas Wolterstorff, Religion in the University (Yale University 
Press, 2019), and Miroslav Volf, For the Life of the World: Theology That Makes a Difference (Brazos Press, 2019).
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■ Two of the most highly regarded 20th-century 
Christian writers. 

■ Each wrote in the Nicene theological tradition of 
Athanasius. 

■ The theology of each is encountered  
in-depth in other GCS courses. 

■ Each also wrote prolifically on Christianity and 
science! 

■ Their books are not textbooks, but classics, for 
life-long learning. 

■ Many experience reading their books as 
intellectually exhilarating, life-changing. 

■ Each spoke anchored in the Church, engaged 
beyond the Church, for the sake of the world.
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C. S. Lewis: Redeemed Science
Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis? Against the world, for the world

“I can go further… I even suggest that from Science herself 
the cure might come. I have described as a ‘magician’s 
bargain’ that process whereby man surrenders object after 
object, and finally himself, to Nature in return for power… 
Is it, then, possible to imagine a new Natural Philosophy… 
The regenerate science which I have in mind would not do 
even to minerals and vegetables what modern science 
threatens to do to man himself…” 

C. S. Lewis, The Abolition of Man, ch. 6
C. S. Lewis 
b. Belfast, 1898

d. Oxford, 1963

One of the places where Lewis spoke about what a redeemed science might look like is The Abolition of Man: (read)

We will return to Lewis’ arguments in this extended passage later this semester.

75



Love and the Cosmos / Week 2 • Perspective: Thinking Theologically

■ Two of the most highly regarded 20th-century 
Christian writers. 

■ Each wrote in the Nicene theological tradition of 
Athanasius. 

■ The theology of each is encountered  
in-depth in other GCS courses. 

■ Each also wrote prolifically on Christianity and 
science! 

■ Their books are not textbooks, but classics, for 
life-long learning. 

■ Many experience reading their books as 
intellectually exhilarating, life-changing. 

■ Each spoke anchored in the Church, engaged 
beyond the Church, for the sake of the world.
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C. S. Lewis: Redeemed Science
Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

C. S. Lewis 
b. Belfast, 1898

d. Oxford, 1963

Against the world, for the world

J. B. S. Haldane,  
1892-1964 
Biologist

C. E. M. Joad, 
1891-1953 

Philosopher

Olaf Stapledon,  
1886-1950 

Last and First Men,  
1930 Arthur C. Clarke, 1917-2008 

2001: A Space Odyssey, 1968

Among the non-Christians whom Lewis engaged in his discussions of science were some of the leading figures of the 
time:

• J. B. S. Haldane, the great Cambridge biologist who advocated science as the basis for a Marxist vision of social 

progress. Lewis critiqued Haldane’s views in the Ransom Trilogy, among other places.

• Olaf Stapledon was a popular British science fiction writer strongly influenced by Haldane’s vision of scientific 

progress. Stapledon’s Last and First Men (published in 1930) convinced Lewis that it was essential to counter the 
scientism so prevalent in the science fiction genre at that time, which led to Lewis engaging the popular 
imagination with the Ransom Trilogy. 


• Arthur C. Clarke, one of the major science fiction writers of the 20th century, exchanged letters with Lewis for over 
10 years in which they debated the issues, as they saw them, raised by scientific imperialism and space travel.


• C. E. M. Joad was a popular British philosopher. While Lewis was president of the Oxford Socratic Club, he 
engaged Joad in discussions, which Joad later credited with influencing his return to Christian faith. These are just 
four examples of Lewis speaking as anchored in the Church, engaged beyond the Church, for the sake of the 
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world.

———————-

Oxford Socratic Club…

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._B._S._Haldane

http://jbshaldane.org 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olaf_Stapledon 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Last_and_First_Men 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthur_C._Clarke 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2001:_A_Space_Odyssey_(novel) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C._E._M._Joad
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■ Two of the most highly regarded 20th-century 
Christian writers. 

■ Each wrote in the Nicene theological tradition of 
Athanasius. 

■ The theology of each is encountered  
in-depth in other GCS courses. 

■ Each also wrote prolifically on Christianity and 
science! 

■ Their books are not textbooks, but classics, for 
life-long learning. 

■ Many experience reading their books as 
intellectually exhilarating, life-changing. 

■ Each spoke anchored in the Church, engaged 
beyond the Church, for the sake of the world.
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T. F. Torrance: Mutually beneficial dialogue

Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis? Against the world, for the world

T. F. Torrance 
b. Chengdu, China, 1913


d. Edinburgh, 2007

“It will be through dialogue at the deepest level 
between Christian theology and natural science, in 
which each remains faithful to the nature and 
character of its own field of inquiry, and in 
recognition that both operate within the same  
field-structures of space and time as the bearers of 
all rational order in the universe, that interpretation 
and intelligible appropriation of the message of the 
resurrection may take place.” (p. 45)

Turning to Torrance, in Space, Time and Resurrection, Torrance wrote: (read)

A relational and Trinitarian natural theology does not mean disengagement from dialogue with the natural sciences, but 
in the mode of Lewis and Torrance rather offers a basis for a more profound dialogue than is possible otherwise.
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T. F. Torrance: Mutually beneficial dialogue

Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

T. F. Torrance 
b. Chengdu, China, 1913


d. Edinburgh, 2007

Against the world, for the world

■ Open and relational character of 
reality, including space/time. 

■ Onto-relational character of 
reality. 

■ Contingent order. 
■ Stratification of reality. 
■ Irreducibility: contra 

determinism, mechanism. 
■ Integrity: contra scientism, 

hegemony by other disciplines. 
■ Integration: multi-disciplinary 

inquiry. 

■ Realist epistemology 
■ Knowing as inherently personal  

and ethical. 
■ Overcoming dualisms  

(cosmological & 
epistemological)  
& “cultural splits.” 

■ “Ultimate”/“penultimate” 
beliefs: 
■ Contingent intelligibility 
■ Contingent freedom 
■ Significance for humans, 

freedom and love

Trinitarian perspectives on science which Torrance contributed to that mutually beneficial dialogue, and which we will 
study in this course, include: • the open and relational character of reality, including space and time; • onto-relations, 
that the relations of a thing are part of its nature and it cannot be known apart from those relations; • contingent order, 
that nature might have been otherwise than it is; • the stratification of reality; • irreducibility, contrary to a mechanistic 
determinism; • the integrity of each scientific discipline with its own methods, against scientism and any hegemony or 
incursion by other disciplines; • integration, as a legitimate act of multi-disciplinary inquiry; • a realist epistemology, in 
which • knowing is an inherently personal and ethical act, requiring continual “repentant thinking.” Theology and the 
natural sciences together may overcome • epistemological and cosmological dualisms and repair cultural splits. 
Theology may reinforce scientific convictions on • ultimate and penultimate beliefs, such as the amazing intelligibility of 
nature, for every day, every scientist assumes more than can be proved. Or the contingent freedom of nature, which 
constantly surprises us. And theology helps scientists preserve space for human significance, freedom and love on a 
personal level. Such ultimate and penultimate beliefs are required for the natural sciences, but cannot be established 
by the natural sciences. These are some of the topics on which Trinitarian perspectives on science offer theologians 
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and scientists much to talk about of mutual benefit. 
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T. F. Torrance: Mutually beneficial dialogue

Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

T. F. Torrance 
b. Chengdu, China, 1913


d. Edinburgh, 2007
Ilya Prigogine, 1917-2003 – Chemist

John Archibald  
Wheeler,  
1911-2008 
Physicist

Sir Bernard  
Lovell,  
1913-2012 
Astronomer

Michael Polanyi, 
1891-1976 
Chemist,  
Philosopher

Against the world, for the world

Among the scientists Torrance engaged in dialogue were some of the leading figures of the time:

• Torrance and Michael Polanyi, the great mid-20th century philosopher of science, became personal friends after 

1968 when Torrance was elected to membership in the International Academy of the Philosophy of Sciences 
(Académie Internationale de Philosophie des Sciences). A sign of their mutual friendship and trust is that Polanyi 
appointed Torrance as executor of his literary estate.


• John Wheeler, professor of theoretical physics at Princeton University, coined the terms black hole and wormhole. 
Torrance sought out Wheeler for conversation during his many trips to Princeton Theological Seminary.


• Ilya Prigogine, winner of the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 1977 for his work on the thermodynamics of open systems, 
was a founder of Chaos Theory. [I am still researching whether he and Torrance met in person, but] Torrance kept 
up with his work and was among the first to discuss its significance for science and religion.


• Sir Bernard Lovell was knighted in 1946 for building the Jodrell Bank Observatory in England, which at the time 
featured the largest radio telescope in the world. In 1969, TFT dedicated his book Theological Science to Lovell, 
crediting Lovell with stimulating him to think more deeply about scientific method. These are just four of many 
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examples of Torrance speaking as anchored in the Church, engaged beyond the Church, for the sake of the world.

———————- 

http://www.digitaljournal.com/article/253229#ixzz5wGBots4U 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bernard_Lovell 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Archibald_Wheeler

http://www.bigear.org/CSMO/HTML/CS04/cs04p02.htm 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ilya_Prigogine 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Polanyi 


"This volume is dedicated to Bernard Lovell, as he was then, who put to me the initial questions as to scientific 
method in theology which led me to examine more carefully the nature of the theology as a science, and to select this 
theme for the Hewett Lectures." (TS, Preface, p. xviii.)
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Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?
■ Two of the most highly regarded 20th-century 

Christian writers. 
■ Each wrote in the Nicene theological tradition of 

Athanasius. 
■ The theology of each is encountered  

in-depth in many other contexts. 
■ Each also wrote prolifically on Christianity and science! 
■ Each engaged in "rehabilitation," a recovery of 

historical writers. 
■ Their books are not textbooks, but classics, for life-

long learning. 
■ Many experience reading their books as intellectually 

exhilarating, life-changing. 
■ Each spoke anchored in the Church, engaged beyond 

the Church, for the sake of the world.

Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

C. S. Lewis 
b. Belfast, 1898

d. Oxford, 1963

T. F. Torrance 
b. Chengdu, China, 1913


d. Edinburgh, 2007

Against the world, for the world

If churches, Christian colleges, and para-church institutions around the world were to develop Trinitarian perspectives 
on faith and science, then in the Spirit we would witness to our culture, like Lewis and Torrance, by speaking

• “against the world, for the world.”*

• So these considerations in combination are a short answer to the question “Why focus on T. F. Torrance and C. S. 
Lewis?”

—————

Be sure to read the Appendix on “Academic Freedom” for a further explanation of the roles of Torrance and Lewis in 
this course.

*George Marsden, The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship (Oxford University Press, 1998)
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Thinking 
Theologically

Course Introduction

Why study the past?

Love and the Cosmos

Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

Christian Theological Instinct

Conclusion

Press pause for a quick break if you like. 

• (Interlude: Morning Tea)

• Now let’s summarize what we’ve seen so far about developing a Christian Theological Instinct.
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Christian Theological Instinct

Bruce Ritchie

Christian Theological Instinct

Appearing at the T. F. Torrance Reading Group to discuss his book Recollection and Reappraisal, Bruce Ritchie 
described what he learned from studying theology with T. F. Torrance:

• Play. That is what we mean by developing a Christian theological instinct.

———————-

Reading Group: https://tftorrance.org/readingGroup

Bruce Ritchie, T. F. Torrance in Recollection and Reappraisal (Eugene, Oregon: Wipf and Stock, 2021); https://
tftorrance.org/2021-BR-1.
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Christian Theological Instinct

Exegesis is not enough; theological reflection and 
dialogue are required 
■ Problem of slavery 
■ Various scientific issues

Reconciliation of the 
mind 


Cultural evangelism

Christian Theological Instinct Developing Trinitarian perspectives on science

Torrance described a Christian Theological Instinct as a reconciliation of the mind, which involves clearing away the 
false assumptions, beliefs, preconceptions, and intellectual idols of our age in order to evangelize the culture and its 
intellectual assumptions. We might summarize this, for the purpose of this course, as…

• “Developing Trinitarian perspectives on science.”

• To evangelize our culture, exegesis is not enough; theological reflection and dialogue are required.

• Consider a parallel with the Bible’s teaching on slavery. God did not give us in the Bible a direct command to 

abolish all forms of slavery. Proof-texting from the Bible was not sufficient to eliminate slavery – witness the United 
States before the Civil War. But the seeds of the gospel eventually would lead to the elimination of slavery, as it 
called forth repentant rethinking in the evangelization of the culture, both in antiquity, in Britain in the 19th century, 
and as it still calls us to ongoing repentance and racial reconciliation in the United States. 


• So the dynamic of the antebellum debates over slavery is a revealing analogue to Christian engagement with 
various scientific questions. In late antiquity, the seeds of the gospel led to a profound evangelization of ancient 
intellectual culture, as in the rejection (1) of container concepts of space and time, (2) of chance vs. necessity, (3) of 
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cyclical and fatalistic views of history, (4) of dualism, and other perspectives that we will consider throughout the 
course. Similarly, in our own day, applying the Bible to current issues in science must take place not through proof-
texting, but through dialogue on this deeper level, engaging and reconciling the foundations of our modern 
scientific culture. For example, some evangelicals today are suspicious of geology, based on their study of Genesis 
1. Yet a proof-texting approach, apart from deep theological reflection and dialogue, obscures the profound 
reasons why the discoveries of geology were theologically appealing to the evangelicals of the early 19th century, 
and in fact represented an outgrowth of centuries of reflection upon theologically-derived perspectives such as 
contingent order, as we shall see. Exegesis is not enough; theological reflection and dialogue are required. When 
we come to know who God is -- supremely and preeminently through the Incarnation and Trinity — we can expect 
our culture to be injected with new ways of thinking that will ultimately, as they work out over time, lead to massive 
changes in our thinking. This task is the reconciliation of the mind, the evangelization of culture, the development of 
a Trinitarian theological instinct for science.
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■ “In contrast to most discussions of 
science and religion, this course is 
devoted to elucidating perspectives on 
faith and science from the starting point 
of the tradition of Nicene theological 
reflection upon the Incarnation and Trinity. 
In this course, we seek to cut through 
and behind many science and religion 
controversies by means of critical 
appreciation of the perspectives of two 
20th-century representatives of the 
Nicene tradition, Thomas F. Torrance and 
C. S. Lewis. The overall course design 
has assumed the common goal of a 
deeper understanding of their views…” 
■ Appendix M, “Academic Freedom”

■ “The early church developed the doctrine 
of creation through sustained theological 
reflection on the Incarnation. This course 
explores what it might mean today to 
ground our thinking about science, 
nature, and creation in the foundational 
theological perspectives of the 
Incarnation, Resurrection, and Trinity. This 
course surveys some of the conflict 
points for science and religion frequently 
encountered in modern culture, 
reassessing them in light of the 
theological perspectives of the Trinitarian 
theology of Thomas F. Torrance and C. S. 
Lewis.” 
■ Syllabus, “Course Description”

Christian Theological Instinct Developing Trinitarian perspectives on science

The Course Description says:

Appendix M says: 
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Trinitarian Perspectives on 
Science and Religion

Texas Tribune

  Creation care 

  Darwin and evolution 

  Argument from Design 

  Mind and Body 

 Einstein & the Big Bang  A

B

C

Hypostatic Union

Relational being

Divine Freedom to love

Trinitarian perspectives

D

A

B

C

D Kata physin knowing

Etc.

Basic issues

Historical episodes

Christian Theological Instinct Developing Trinitarian perspectives on science

Apologetics

Science

As we develop our Trinitarian perspectives on Creation, we will cease to approach any single issue on its own, ad hoc, 

• but see how they relate to broader perspectives that cut across all the individual lanes.

85



Love and the Cosmos / Week 2 • Perspective: Thinking Theologically

Company Name : Presentation Name

86

Stratification of Truth
Level Description Creation

Doxological Experiential Nature as “Creation”

Theological Organized 
knowledge

In relationship to Creator

(“Theist”)

Scientific
Knowing kata physin 

(“according to 
nature”)

In relationship to Christ

(“Trinitarian”)

“It is more worshipful and more accurate 
to call God Father than Creator.”  
              – Athanasius

Christian Theological Instinct Developing Trinitarian perspectives on science

And we will work to hold together the Doxological, Theological and Scientific dimensions. All of this is what it means to 
develop a Christian theological instinct for Creation.
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Thinking 
Theologically

Course Introduction

Why study the past?

Love and the Cosmos

Why T. F. Torrance and C. S. Lewis?

Christian Theological Instinct

Conclusion

So that’s Christian Theological Instinct.

• (Interlude: Season Suite) 

• Let’s conclude.
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Go deeper?
Conclusion

COURSE INTRODUCTION 
■ T. F. Torrance, Ground and Grammar of Theology, ch 6. 
■ Creation, David Fergusson 
■ Understanding Scientific Theories of Origins: Cosmology, 

Geology, and Biology in Christian Perspective, 2018; 
Wheaton College faculty 

■ And other books mentioned as exemplars of other kinds 
of courses. 

WHY T. F. TORRANCE AND C. S. LEWIS?  
■ Thomas A. Noble, “T. F. Torrance on the Centenary of His 

Birth” 
■ Short bio of Torrance by Elmer Colyer: tftorrance.org/bio. 
■ Max McLean, “C.S. Lewis On Stage – The Most 

Reluctant Convert,” 2019. 77 minutes.

Course Introduction

Why study the past?

Love and the Cosmos

Why T. F. Torrance 

and C. S. Lewis?

Christian Theological Instinct

Conclusion

Go deeper?

Would you like to go deeper? Along with the textbooks mentioned in the Course Introduction as exemplars of other 
types of courses, these are some additional sources I would suggest if you were to ask for possible next steps to go 
deeper into the topics for today. 

—————-

Max McLean, “C.S. Lewis On Stage – The Most Reluctant Convert.” Vision Video, 2019. NTSC, all regions. ASIN#: 
B0788WSV81. 77 minutes. Amazon US. The DVD is about $14 at online vendors. Also available on many streaming 
services; e.g., available free in the US with Amazon Prime.

————— 

(Comment on any?) 

Pause the video or download the slide for future reference.


Creation, Guides to Theology series, David Fergusson
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Understanding Scientific Theories of Origins: Cosmology, Geology, and Biology in Christian Perspective, published in 
2018 by Wheaton College faculty, Robert C. Bishop, Larry L. Funck, Raymond J. Lewis, Stephen O. Moshier, and John 
H. Walton
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Go deeper?
Conclusion

WHY T. F. TORRANCE AND C. S. LEWIS?  
■ Nicholas Wolterstorff, Religion in the University (Yale 

University Press, 2019). 
■ Miroslav Volf, For the Life of the World: Theology That 

Makes a Difference (Brazos Press, 2019). 
■ Georges Marsden, The Outrageous Idea of Christian 

Scholarship (Oxford, 1998) 
CHRISTIAN THEOLOGICAL INSTINCT 
■ T. F. Torrance, “Epilogue: Reconciliation of Mind,” in 

Atonement (2009) 
■ T. F. Torrance, “Theological Instinct.” Audio from 

Regent College, Vancouver, BC, 2002; #2002-TFT-4.

Course Introduction

Why study the past?

Love and the Cosmos

Why T. F. Torrance 

and C. S. Lewis?

Christian Theological Instinct

Conclusion

Go deeper?

For two recent discussions relevant to the section “Against the World, For the World,” see Nicholas Wolterstorff, 
Religion in the University (Yale University Press, 2019), and Miroslav Volf, For the Life of the World: Theology That 
Makes a Difference (Brazos Press, 2019). See also George Marsden, The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship 
(Oxford University Press, 1998).


Assigned this week: T. F. Torrance, “Epilogue: Reconciliation of Mind,” in Atonement (2009)

———————-

Short bio of Lewis by Lyle Dorsett at

https://www.cslewisinstitute.org/Articles_About_CS_Lewis

https://www.cslewisinstitute.org/webfm_send/40 


89



Love and the Cosmos / Week 2 • Perspective: Thinking Theologically

Company Name : Presentation Name

90

Thinking capsConclusion

Credit: Edward Mellor

It’s now time to put on our thinking caps and interpret the significance of what we’ve been exploring! If this 
presentation has been successful, then you are now doing some real thinking. I hope your mind is spinning. Did you 
discover anything new, surprising, or unexpected? What was most meaningful to you? 
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■ How do you interpret the painting (right) in light of these things?  
■ What are your most memorable experiences of nature?  

Were they “doxological” for you? How have those experiences 
shaped you? 

■ Are the “theological/Theist” and the “scientific/Trinitarian” levels of 
truth at odds with the “doxological,” or can they be mutually 
enriching, if held together? 

■ What strategies will help you develop your Christian theological 
instinct? 
■ Perspective forums: Trinitarian theological perspectives? 
■ Application forums: Case studies, present-day and historical? 
■ Reading Torrance and Lewis with others?

ReflectConclusion

“Winter Owl”  
by Michael Barfield

Let’s reflect about where we have come to: 

How do you interpret the painting (right) in light of these things? 

What are your most memorable experiences of nature? Were they “doxological” for you? How have those experiences 
shaped you?

Are the “theological/Theist” and the “scientific/Trinitarian” levels of truth at odds with the “doxological,” or can they be 
mutually enriching, if held together?

• What strategies will help you develop your Christian theological instinct?

• Perhaps discussion of Trinitarian theological perspectives in the Perspective forums, the first seminar each week?

• Perhaps discussion in the Application forums, the second seminar each week, where you discuss case studies, 

present-day and historical?

• Perhaps reading Torrance and Lewis with others?
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■ What are your thoughts about “Thinking Theologically” when it 
comes to faith and science?  

■ Will Trinitarian perspectives and confession of the Nicene tradition 
cut us off from, or open up, conversation with the world?  

■ Ideas lack power to change us until we relate them to our 
particular stories. What stories would you tell to embody these 
ideas? 

■ Imagine yourself in conversation with a friend who enjoys 
theology: How do the perspectives introduced this week relate to 
the Church’s belief in the Trinity? 

■ Imagine yourself in conversation with a friend who cares about 
science: How do the perspectives introduced this week relate to 
natural science? 

■ What are the implications for “Love and the Cosmos”?  
For evangelism, ministry, and missions?

ReflectConclusion

“Winter Owl”  
by Michael Barfield

• What are your thoughts about “Thinking Theologically” when it comes to faith and science? 

• Will Trinitarian perspectives and confession of the Nicene tradition cut us off from, or open up, conversation with 

the world? Can we truly be against the world, for the world? Anchored in the Church, for the benefit of all?

• Ideas lack power to change us until we relate them to our particular stories. What stories would you tell to embody 

these ideas?

• Imagine yourself in conversation with a friend who enjoys theology: How do the perspectives introduced this week 

relate to the Church’s belief in the Trinity?

• Imagine yourself in conversation with a friend who cares about science: How do the perspectives introduced this 

week relate to natural science?

• What are the implications of this week’s material for “Love and the Cosmos”? We will ask this question every week. 

And for evangelism, ministry, and missions?

Perhaps you’ll want to reflect on these questions, or perhaps some other aspect of the presentation has seized your 
attention. In your posts on the forum, feel free to discuss any of these prompts or consider another question entirely. 
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Image creditConclusion

Book images courtesy History of Science Collections, University of Oklahoma Libraries

All rare book images in this presentation are courtesy History of Science Collections, University of Oklahoma Libraries
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Musical interludes by Michael BarfieldConclusion

Hold Onto You; Thank You Song; Morning Tea; Seasons Suite 
Download from kerrysloft.com. Contact: thepaintedsoul@gmail.com

The musical interludes are from the songs listed here by Michael Barfield.

————————-

To download: https://kerrysloft.com/art-music-lit-2/the-painted-soul/ 
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DoxologyConclusion

Credit: Fritz Wilhelm, 2009

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him all creatures here below! 
Praise him, above, ye heavenly hosts! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Goose!

Let’s sing in worship of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.


* “Holy Ghost” is no longer an accurate or intelligible phrase for the Holy Spirit, given changes in language over the 
last several decades. In our “Wild Goose” home fellowship group, therefore, when singing the Doxology, we 
substitute the metaphor of a Wild Goose, in free flight, untamed, who summons us to follow his call wherever he 
may go. Although often attributed to ancient Celtic Christian tradition, I’m not aware of evidence that the “Wild 
Goose” metaphor is ancient. It may have been invented in the early 20th century on Iona by George MacLeod. 
Nevertheless, I find it consistent with the best in the Celtic Christian tradition and far more suitable in the 21st 
century than the archaic English word “Ghost.”
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