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An Acívent Ceicl>ratwn

Creatwn

•

John 1:1·5,14.

Minthe beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with

God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has

been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but

the darkness has not overcome it... The Word became flesh and lived for a while among us. We

have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and

truth.M

•

By lighting the candles of the Advent wreath we express' our longing, like that of ancient Israel, as

we await the Light of the World.

The first candle represents the prophecies through which 'God provided hope for his

people. (With the lighting of each candle, say: "Come, Lord Jesus, Light of the world.M)

The second candle represents Bethlehem, the mystery of God become man.

The third candle represents the shepherds' joy when they discovered the Lamb of God.

The fourth candle represents the angels, the stars of heaven who sang for joy at the

Creation, in wonder at the Creato(s birth, in sorrow during his hour of trial, and who now

sing in anticipation of his return as the exalted King.

The fifth candle represents the Christ Child, Creator and King and Sacrifice, born into this

world on Christmas bay.

Angels from the realms of glory. wing your flight o'er al/ the earth;

Ye who sang creation's story, now proclaim Messiah's birth:

Come and worship. come and worship, worship Christ the newborn King.
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“Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was manifested in the 
flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, 
believed on in the world, taken up in glory.” (1Timothy 3:16) 

__________________________________
[Nicene Creed, in unison] 

We believe in one God the Father Almighty 
Maker of heaven and earth, 
and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only begotten Son of God, 
begotten from his Father before all ages,  
Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father, 
through whom all things were made. 
Who for us and our salvation 
came down from heaven; 
and was made flesh from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man 
and was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried, 
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures 
and ascended into heaven, 
and sits on the right hand of God the Father. 
And he shall come again in glory 
to judge both the living and the dead; 
his kingdom shall have no end. 

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, 
who proceeds from the Father, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; 
who spoke by the prophets. 
And in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
We confess one baptism for the remission of sins; 
we look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

[This creed was first formulated at the First Ecumenical Council, held at Nicea, located in what is now 
Turkey, in 325, as a response to the Arian heresy, which denied the divinity of Christ.  It was revised 
at the Second Ecumenical Council, held at Constantinople in 381 as a response to the Macedonian or 
Pneumatomachian heresy, which denied the divinity of the Holy Spirit. The word "catholic" with a 
lower case 'c' does not mean the Roman Catholic Church, but the universal Christian Church as a 
whole. https://www.gci.org/articles/the-nicene-creed/ ]

https://www.gci.org/articles/the-nicene-creed/


John 17:1,3,22,

"Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you, Now this is eterna/rife:

to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. Father, you loved me
before the foundation of the world."

Revelation 22:9b,13.

"Worship God! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End,"

Colossians 1:15-22.

"Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things were

created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or

authorities; all things were created by him and for him, He is before all things, and in him all things

hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn

from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to

have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things

on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

"Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil

behavior. But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you
holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation ..."

Let all mortalflesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand:

Ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand

Christ our Lord to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand.

King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood,

Lord of lords, in human vesture, in body and the blood. ,

He will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food.

At his feet the six-winged seraph; cherubim with sleepless eye

veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry,

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia. Lord most high!

Job 38:4-7.

"Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you understand.

Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a measuring line across it?
On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone

While the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy?

Hail the blest morn, see the Great Mediator

Down from the regions of glory descend.

Shepherds go worship the babe in the manger

Lo, for his guard the bright angels attend.

Brightest and best of the sons of the morning

Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid:

Star of the East, the horizon adorning,

Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.
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Cold on his cradle the dewdrops are shining:

Low lies his bed with the beasts of the stall.

Angels adore him, in slumbers reclining:

Wise men and shepherds before him do fall.

Ântici,patwn

"O Wisdom, you come forth from the Mouth of the Most High. You fill the universe and hold all

things together in a strong yet gentle manner. O come to teach us the way of truth,"

Isaiah 7:14.

''Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a

son, and will call him Immanuel (which means, 'God with usl"

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee. O Israel.

"O Emmanuel, you are our king and judge, the desire of all nations and their Saviour. O come and

save us, Lord, our God."

O Come, O Come. Emmanuel,

And ransom captive Israel

That moums in lonely exile here

Until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel.

"O Lord of Lords and leader of Israel, you appeared to Moses in a burning bush, and you gave him

the Law on Sinai. O Come and save us with your mighty power."

o Come, O Come thou Lord of Might,

Who to thy tribes, on Sinai's height,

In ancient times didst give the law

In cloud and majesty and awe.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel.
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Isaiah 11 :1,10.

"A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.

The Spirit of the Lord will rest upon him ...and he will delight in the fear of the Lord""

In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples;

...and his place of rest will be glorious."

"O Root of Jesse, you stand as a sign for the nations; kings fall silent before you whom all nations

shall seek. O come and deliver us, and do not delay."

o Come, thou Branch of Jesse! Draw

The quarry from the /ion's claw:

From the dread caverns of the grave,

From nether hell, thy people save.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Malachi 4:2.

"For you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. and you

will go out and leap like calves released from the stall."

Benedictus (Zechariah's Song; excerpted from Luke 1:67-79)

"Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel. He has raised up a horn of salvation for us, to rescue us

from the hand of our enemies and to enable us to serve him without fear, in holiness and

righteousness before him, all our days; through the forgiveness of our sins because of the tender

mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven to shine on those living in

darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace."

"O Rising Sun, you are the splendor of eternal light and the sun of justice. O Come and enlighten

those who stand in darkness and sit in the shadow of death."

O Come, O Come thou Dayspring bright!

Pour on our souls thy healing light:

Dispel the long night's lingering gloom,

And pierce the shadows of the tomb.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Isaiah 22:22.

"I will place on his shoulder the key to the house of David; what he opens no one can shut, and

what he shuts no one can open." (cf. Revelation 3:7.)

"O Key of David and scepter of Israel, what you open no one else can close again; what you close

no one can open. O come and bring forth from the prison him that is bound; free those who sit in
darkness and in the shadow of death."
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o Come, thou Key of David, come,

And open wide our heavenly home:

Make safe the way that leads on high,

And close the path to misery.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel.

,
"O King of the nations, whom all desire, you are the cornerstone which makes all one, O come and

save us whom you made from clay:

Isaiah 9:6-7.

"For unto us a child is born; unto us a son is given,

And the government shall be upon his shoulders.

And his name shall be called: Wonderful Counselor,

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end."

Hark! The herald angels sing: "Glory to the newborn King!

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled ...

Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies:' '

With angelic host proclaim: "Christ is born in Bethlehem. "

Hark! The herald angels sing: "Glory to the newborn King!"

Christ. by highest heaven adored: Christ, the everlasting Lord.

Late in time behold him come, offspring of the favored one.

Veiled in flesh. the God-head see! Hail. the incarnate Deity!

Pleased as man with man to dwell, Jesus. our Emmanuel.

Hark! The herald angels sing: "Glory to the newborn King!"

Hail, the heaven bom Prince of Peace/ Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.

Mild he lays his glory by. Bom that man no more may die:

Born to raise the sons of earth; born to give them second birth ..

Hark! The herald angels sing: "Glory to the newborn King!"

Micah 5:2.

"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will

come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from days of eternity."

1 Peter 1:12.

"The prophets spoke of the grace that was to come to you .... even angels long to glimpse into
these things." ,
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o little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

'The first-born sons of light

desire in vain its depths to see;

They cannot reach the mystery,

the length and breadth and height." (Charles Wesley)

o morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth!

And praises sing to God and King, and peace to men on earth;

For Christ is born of Mary; and, gathered all above,

While mortals sleep the angels keep their watch of wondering love.

As "ordinarily as the coming of the dawn, happened this tremendous thing in the history of the

universe, the coming of the lord of glory into human life. On the earthly side just a stable, a

manger, the cattle in the stalls, a woman wrapping her baby in swaddling clothes. Nothing of

wonder in it. Nothing of awe. Until the world from which he came flashes in upon the scene, where

high over the stable, outside in the starlight, was the heavenly host, stirred to its depths at the

coming of the Christ Child." (J. Paterson Smyth)

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.

No ear may hear his coming; but in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.

luke 1:26-38.

"In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to

be married to a man named Joseph, a descendent of David. The virgin's name was Mary. The angel

went to her and said, 'Greetings, you who are highly favored! The lord is with you.'

"Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the

angel said to her, 'Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with child and

give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the

Son of the Most High. The lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign

over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.'

-How will this be,' Mary asked the angel, 'since I am a virgin?'

"The angel answered, 'The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will

overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.... For nothing is
impossible with God.'

"'I am the lord's servant,' Mary answered. 'May it be unto me as you have said.' Then the angel
lett her."
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Magnificat (Mary's Song, excerpted from luke 1:46-55).

"My soul praises the lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,

for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant.

From now on all generations will call me blessed,

for the Mighty One has done great things for me; holy is his name.

His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation ......

Of the Father's love begotten ere the worlds began to be,

He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He

Of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see,

Evermore and evermore.

O that birth forever blessed, when the virgin, full of grace

By the Holy Ghost conceiving, bare the Saviour of our race;

And the babe, the world's Redeemer, first revealed his sacred face,

Evermore and evermore.

This is he whom seers in old time chanted of with one accord;

Whom the voices of the prophets promised in their faithful word;

Now he shines, the long expected; Let creation praise its Lord,

Evermore and evermore.

Matthew 1:18-25.

"Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public

disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the

lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 'Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home

as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son,

and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.'

"When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the lord had commanded him and took Mary

home as his wife. But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the
name Jesus."

Futf íU.me.nt

luke 2:1-7.

"In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire

Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And

everyone went to his own town to register. So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in

Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of

David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was

expecting a child. While-they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth

to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in strips of cloth and placed him in a manger, because
there was no room for them in the inn."
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What Child is this who. laid to rest on Mary's lap, is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?

This, this is Christ the King: whom shepherds guard and angels sing:

Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.

"Welcome, all wonders in one sight!

Eternity shut in a span,

Summer in winter, day in night,

Heaven in earth, and God in man!

Great little One, whose all-embracing birth

Lifts earth to heaven, stoops heaven to earth,"

(Richard Crashaw, 1612-1649)

Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright.

Round yon virgin mother, and child! Holy infant, so tender and mild,

Sleep in heavenly peace. sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love's pure light!

Radiant beams from thy holy face. with the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth.

John 2:29.

"Behold, the lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!"

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head,

The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing. the poor baby wakes. And little Lord Jesus, what a squalling he makes!

I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

Ännou.ncement

luke 2:8-14.

"And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the lord shone around them, and they

were terrified. But the angel said to them; '00 not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that

will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the

lord. This will be a sign to you: you will find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger.'

·Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and

saying, 'Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.'

8
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Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains;

And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.

Gloria in excelsis Deo: Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous songs prolong?

What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song?

Gloria in excelsis Deo: Gloria in excelsis Deo.

I

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing:

Come adore on banded knee, Christ. the Lord, our newborn King.

Gloria in excelsis Deo: Gloria in excelsis Deo.

"The Birth of Christ is the eucatastrophe of Man's history. This story begins and ends in joy. It has
pre-eminently the inner consistency of reality. This story is supreme, and it has entered history, It is

pre-eminently (and infinitely, if our capacity were not finite) high and joyous. There is no tale ever

told that men would rather find was true, and none which so many sceptical men have accepted as

true on its own merits. To reject it leads e~her to sadness or to wrath." (J.A.A. Tolkien)

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, all seated on the ground,

The angel of the Lord came down, and glory shone around, and glory shone around.

"Fear not!" said he for mighty dread had seized their troubled minds;

"Glad tidings of great joy I bring to you and all mankind, to you and all mankind. "

Âáoratwn

Luke 2:15-18.

"When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 'Let's

go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.'

"So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.

When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this

child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them ...."

o Come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come yeo to Bethlehem:

Come and behold him, born the King of angels: O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation. sing, all ye citizens of heaven above:

Glory to God in the higest: O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

Yea. Lord, we greet thee, bom this happy morning; Jesus. to thee be all glory given:

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: O come let us adore him. Christ the Lord.

9
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O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant; O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him, Born the King of angels;

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O Come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

God of God, Light of Light; Lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s womb:
Very God Begotten, not created; Refrain

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation; Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
Glory to God In the highest; Refrain

See how the shepherds, Summoned to his cradle; Leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze; 
We too will thither Bend our joyful footsteps; Refrain

Child, for us sinners, Poor and in the manger; We would embrace thee, with love and awe; 
Who would not love thee, Loving us so dearly? Refrain

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be glory given;
Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing; Refrain�



In His first Advent Jesus came… in grace and humiliation. He came 
in such a way as to enter into our guilty human life and to heal it 
from within…  

“God with us” means that in the birth of Jesus Christ, God has 
given Himself wholly to us, in a love that is absolutely unstinting 
and infinitely lavish. It is God’s utmost self-giving that stopped at 
nothing.  God could do no more than come Himself into our 
humanity, and give Himself entirely to us — and that is exactly 
what He has done in Jesus.  The sheer extent, the boundless range, 
of His act of love takes our breath away.  

“God with us” means that God Almighty insists on sharing His life 
with us.  Far from abandoning us…, God has identified Himself 
with us.  Once and for all He has become one of us, bone of our 
bone and flesh of our flesh.  God has committed Himself to us in 
such unrestrained love in the birth of Jesus, and in such a way that 
now He cannot abandon us any more than He can abandon Himself 
in Jesus Christ.

That is why the birth of Jesus was heralded with such sublime joy 
among men and angels, for now that God is with us, the whole 
situation in heaven and earth is entirely altered, and all things are 
made new.  Now that God is actually with us and of us, everything 
else is assured.  Whatever may happen in the future, God’s 
purposes of love and fellowship and peace with man will all be 
fulfilled.

“God with us” means God with us sinners in our lost and bankrupt 
state.  Where we have sold ourselves irretrievably into slavery and 
perdition and are hopelessly broken and damned, God has joined 
Himself to us.  God has refused to let us go.  He has insisted on 
making Himself one of us, and one with us, in order to make our 
lost cause His very own, and so to restore us to Himself in love.

“God with us” means that God is for us, God is on our side; that He 
has come among us to shoulder our burden, and to rescue us from 
disaster and doom and to reinstate us as sons of the heavenly 
Father.  That is the meaning of the whole life of Jesus from His 
birth to His death.  It was God taking upon Himself our poor 
human life in all its wretchedness and need, God living out our 
human life from beginning to end, in order to redeem it…, in order 
to make our lost cause His own.

The Incarnation

Thomas F. Torrance, When Christ Comes and Comes Again, pp. 20, 40, 41

Kerry Magruder
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Immanuel:  God with us
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The Magi and the Messiah’s Star

—
Daniel, the head of the magi in Babylon, recorded a vision of the coming King of Kings:

In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of 
man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of 
Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory and 
sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language 
worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not 
pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. (Daniel 
7:13-14)

—
Centuries later, the magi saw Daniel’s prophecy fulfilled:

“I have been an arrogant fool, young one. I have boasted all my life of being a seeker of 
truth—I, always me. When I saw that star I knew in an instant… that star is an 
invitation. You see, Wisdom is seeking us. And He has sent that star as an invitation to 
come to Him, yes Him.”
Then the old man’s entire frame shuddered, as a tear glided haltingly down his cheek 
and was lost in his beard. 
“All my life He has been seeking me. He is the one who has given to me and to you our 
hunger for him. And now this star is a precious gift. I have sold all that I have for the 
journey and for gold to offer when I meet Him… Tonight I leave.”
   Michael Card, The Promise (Nashville: Sparrow Press, 1991)

—

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 
king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is 
he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose 
and have come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. (Matthew 2:1–3)

—

Herod the Great “had made will after will and was now in a fatal illness and fury over 
the question of the Magi. He showed his excitement and the whole city was upset 
because the people knew only too well what he could do when in a rage over the 
disturbance of his plans.” (A.T. Robinson, Word Pictures in the New Testament (Baker, 
1930), vol. 1, p. 17.)

—

Assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, Herod inquired 
of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of 
Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 

13
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“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will 
shepherd my people Israel.’”  (Matthew 2:4–6 ESV)

—
Religious experts knew where the Messiah was to be born, yet not one bothered to make 
the short six-mile journey to Bethlehem to discover the Messiah for themselves.

—

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them 
what time the star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 
“Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, 
bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” After listening to 
the king, they went on their way. (Matthew 2:7–8)

—

“But why was Jerusalem troubled? Surely the prophets had foretold him as the Savior, 
Benefactor and Deliverer who would come from above… Although troubled, they 
nevertheless did not try to understand what was happening. They did not follow the 
wise men or even take any particular notice. To this extent they were… careless.” (John 
Chrysostom, 4th cent.)

—

And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them 
until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the 
star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house 
they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 
worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold 
and frankincense and myrrh. (Matthew 2:9–11)

—

“No longer do the magi bring presents to the moon and the stars, for this child made 
the moon and the stars.” (Madeleine L’Engel)

—

“A boy he is, but it is God who is adored… The Son of God, who is God of the universe, 
is born a human being in the flesh. He permits himself to be placed in a manger, and 
the heavens are within the manger. He is kept in a cradle, a cradle that the world 
cannot hold… Thus he is the One, the God of Glory and the Lord of majesty, whom as a 
tiny infant the magi recognize.” (Chromatius, ca. 400)

— (all)

Sages, leave your contemplations,
Brighter visions beam afar.

Seek the great Desire of nations;
Ye have seen his natal star.
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Come and worship!
Come and worship!

Worship Christ the newborn King!

—

“they rejoiced exceedingly because they had not been deceived in their hope… By the 
sign of the star they understood that the birth of the King was revealed to them by 
divine authority. Through the mystery of the star they understood that the dignity of 
the King who was born exceeded the measure of all earthly kings. For it was inevitable 
that they considered this King more glorious than the star, which devotedly paid 
homage to him…. If then they had been seeking a king of this world… they would have 
undertaken the effort of so great a journey for nothing. Yet because they were seeking 
the heavenly king, even if they saw nothing regal in him, they were nevertheless 
delighted, content in the testimony of the star…. They adored him and returned 
home.” (Anonymous early commentator)

—
An amazing wonder lies inextricably at the heart of this story, that magi from afar 
should seek out the obscure birth of one of the poorest families in all Israel. Wise men 
still seek him, but who was doing the seeking?

—

“The Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” (Luke 19:10)

—
Wisdom consists in recognizing that the One who drew the wise men to Himself also 
draws us. God goes to extraordinary lengths to bring us to him.

—

And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to 
their own country by another way. (Matthew 2:12)

—

“As they were advised to take another way, so are we.” (Gregory the Great)

— (men)    Follow the Magi.

— (women)   Worship Christ the King.

— (all)

Come and worship!
Come and worship!

Worship Christ the newborn King!

15



DeLiverance

After homage from afar, there was hostility at home: children died in Herod's rage, because of the

King who had come as Saviour of the world.

Matthew 2:13-18.

"An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. 'Get up,' he said, 'take the child and his

mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to

kill him.' So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, where he

stayed until the death of Herod ....

"When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders

to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with

the time he had learned from the Magi. Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was

fulfilled: 'A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children

and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.'''

Consol:atwn

"Let the Infant, the still unspeaking and unspoken Word

Grant Israel's consolation ..." (T.S. Eliot)

Luke 2:25-32.

"Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting

for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the

Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he went

into the temple courts. When the parents brought the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of

the Law required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 'Sovereign Lord, as you

have promised, now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which

you have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and a glory for your
people Israel.'"
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Praise and LxaLtatwn

Isaiah 61 :1-2.

"The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me. because the Lord has anointed me to preach good

news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the

captives and release for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor. .....

Revelation 11 :15; 21 :3-6.

''The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign

for ever and ever.... And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 'Now the dwelling of God is

with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and

be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or

crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.' He who was seated on the throne said,

'I am making all things new!' ....Then He said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega. the

Beginning and the End."

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: Let earth receive her King!

Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing.

And heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.

Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns: Let men their songs employ!

While fields and floods. rocks. hills. and plains, repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy! .

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground.

He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found,

Far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove

The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love.

And wonders of his love. and wonders, wonders of his love.
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